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PROCEEDINGS

PvHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

SPECIAL MEETIXG.

Providence, Jamiaiy 22, 1878.

A moctini^ was hold this evening at the usual hour. Vice

President Allen in the chair.

The Secretary' being excused from reading the record of

the last meeting, announced for the Librarian, who was nec-

essarily absent, two donations,— one, an oiiginal letter from

Major-General Heath to Major John Spurr, presented by Mr.

elohn Spurr Ormsbee ; the other, a deposition of Rev. Nehe-

niiah Walker, dated 1738, presented by some person to the

Secretary unknown.

The Secretary also read letters fiom Prof. Asa Bird Gardi-

ner, and Major-GiMUMal Geoi-ge W. Cullnm, accejjting cor-

res})onding luembership, and expressing thanks for the honor

thus conferred on them.

The Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark, D. D., then read a care-

fully pre])ared antl highly interesting paper on the Incas of

Peru, illustrated b}^ photographs.

At the conclusion of the papei-, Professor Jenks, of Brown
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University, exhibited and explained vaiious specimens of

Incas pottery, and other manufactures.

After remarks by Vice President Allen and Dr. Parsons,

the meeting was adjourned for two weeks. The attendance

was large and the interest was sustained till a hite hour.

The thanks of the Society were unanimously voted to

Bishop Clark and Professor Jenks, for the rich and varied

entertainment of the cveninij.

General Tevtik was announced to read the next paper, on

the evening of February 5th, to which time the meeting

was adjourned.

Amos Pehry, Su'ij.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, February 5, 1878.

A meeting was held this evening at 7| o'clock, the Presi-

dent in the chair.

The Secretary read the record of the last meeting and also

a letter which he had received from General A. A. Ilum-

])hreys, accepting the office of corresponding member and

expressing gratitude for the honor thus conferred on hinj.

The Librarian announced the donations received since the

last meeting.

The paper of the evening was then read, at the request of

General Tevfik, by his friend, Mr. Daniel W. Vaughan. It

was a brief and compact statement of principles and customs

that prevail in the Ottoman Empire. It was a manly appeal

to the nobler sentiments of our nature for the exercise of

justice and charity in pronouncing judgments upon foreign
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nations and cnstoms. General Tevfik showed how easy it is

for f^traiigers and foreiixners to inisjudgc and hello eai-h other.

To theaneient Greeks all foreign nations were l)arl)arian3.

Though the facilities for intercourse have of late tended to

dissipate such theories and produce a better understanding

timong the children of men throughout the globe, some dis-

tinguished literati have been found, according to General

Tevfik, in the latter part of the nineteenth century, endeav-

oring to carry the world backwards. ^Nlr. Fi'eeman and his

school of critics were shown in no favorable light. AVith the

utmost courtesy to a Chiistiau audience. General Tevtik

showed the claims of Musstdmans to fair usage, discounte-

nancing any attempts to put down the Turks- by falsifying

and maligning their religion and government. The paper

was received with marked favor by one of the largest audi-

ences ever asseml)led in the Cabinet.

At the conclusion of the reading Vice President Allen

complimented the candid and truthful statement of General

Tevfik, gave an interesting account of what he had witnessed

at Constantinople, and then called on INIr. Perry, the Secre-

tary, to read a letter addressed to him by a minister of the

Bey of Tunis, General Heussein, on Mussulman slavery.

After this request had been complied with, Mr. Allen moved

that the thanks of the Society be presented to General Tevfik

for his interesting and valuable paper, and that a copy be

requested for the archives of the Society. Prof. Diman sec-

onded the motion, which, after some pithy remarks I)y the

President, was unanimously passed.

Dr. Henry E. Turner, of Newport, was announced to read

the next paper on William Cotklington.

Adjourned.

Amos Perry, Sec'ij.



16 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, Februai-y 19, 1878.

A mecliiiiy was held this eveniiis: at 7-^ o'clock, Vice Presi-

dent Allen in the chair.

The Secretary read the record of the last meeting, and at

the request of the Librarian, who was necessarily absent,

announced the donations received since the last meeting.

A letter was also read from Mi'. Charles Gorton, inviting

the attention of the Society to the recent discovery on the

farm of Mr. Horatio N. Angell, in Johnston, of a soapstone

pottery manufacturing establishment belonging to the period

of the aboriginal occupation of this country. Soa[)stone

jiots, evidently designed for cooking purposes, have been

brought to light in various states (»f progress, and Mr. Gor-

ton, who has made Indian antiquities and chaiacter a spe-

cialty, believes that much light will be thrown on his ftivorite

studies l)y the developments on Mr. Angell's farm.

[The following particulars concerning Mr. Angell's dis-

covery are api)ropriate in this connection. They a{)peared

in the Providence Daily Journal, February 21, 1878 :]

" Rhode Island lias long been a favorite hunting ground for mineralo-

gists. Geologists say that the State, although so small, contains speci-

mens of almost all rocks, from the oldest known to those of comparatively

recent formation. Many of the rock formations of the State have been

found rich in minerals, and gold, silver, iron and copper have frequently .

been found. Johnston and Cumberland have been especially the prey of

gentlemen with hammers, and more than once a bit of rock has been the

basis of golden dreams. Now, however, a fresh discovery has been

made.
" Early in the present month Mr. H. N. Angell, of this city, while quarry-

ing about a ledge in Johnston, came upon what appears to have been an

Indian manufactory of dishes. Let no one suppose that a building equipped

with furnaces and furnished with tools has been unearthed. The Indians

Avho roamed over the Johnston hills were delightfully primitive in their
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inaniifac-tiiriiiir eiitcTpriscs, as in oUut tliiiiiis. Thi-y inach; tlieir dislics of

soap-stone. The soapstone bed, the existence of which has hitherto t)cen

unknown, lies between two slate leds^es. When Mr. An':;eirs workmen
uncovered the bed, it was about six feet underground. Attention was first

attracted to it by tindiug quantities of pulverized stone. Cart-load after

cart-load was carried away before anyone had the least idea what the curi-

ous substance was. At last the workmen came upon a rock so curiously

uneven as to attract attention at once. The whole surface of the rock was
covered with hollows and projections. Quantities of Indian hammers and

axes were then discovered, and then the truth began to dawn upon the

minds of the explorers. The soapstone bed was about twenty-live feet

wide, and it was cleared oil" as rapidly as possible for lifty or sixty feet.

" In the space thus cleared, one sees just how the former owners of the

soil shaped their rude vessels. The soapstone is quite soft. The adjoin-

ing slate is very hard, and it could not have been very dillicult, with suit-

ably' shaped pieces of slate, to cut away the soapstone, leaving the pro-

posed vessel solid, of course bottom side up on the rock. Chipping under

the projection thus formed, room was gained for the insertion of a wedge,

by means of which the half-completed dish was split oft' of the ledge. It

then remained to liollow out the inside, which appears to have been done

by means of sharp stone scoops. When the spot was uncovered, a uum-
ber of stone basins were lying on the bed; others had been begun and not

linished, while others still were just blocked out in the work. The stone

axes used were nearly all such as would fit naturally to the hand. There

were two great stone hammers, apparently used for splitting ofl' the pro-

posed dish, when the outside had been worked. One of these hammers
would weigh nearly if not quite a hundred pounds. It appears to have

been hollowed out in the middle, so that a withe could be bound around it

and used as a handle for swinging the great hammer. Ui)on noting the

ledge more closely, it was seen that the bed of soapstone had been cut

away; that is, lowered several feet below its original height, and this,

with the immense quantities of pulverized rock, now known to be the

soapstone chippings, that have been carted away, shows something of

the vast amount of work which has been done at this bed. In the small

space uncovered, the remains of something like one hundred and fifty cut-

tings are to be seen.

" This curious spot is situated about one hundred yards north of the Kil-

lingly Pike, on what is known as the Big Elm Tree Farm. It is about an

eighth of a mile beyond the Elm House or Greek Tavern. Some of the

more perfect vessels have l>een ])rought away, but there are others remain-

ing, enough to amply repay a visit to the spot. There are al)undant min-

eral indications for those wise enough to discern them. Almost every

piece of rock contains copper, many of tliem siher, and some are said to

contain gold. There is a large vein of talc, and asbestos is found iu con-

siderable quantities between the soapstone and the slate.

"A hundred yards west of the soapstone bed is a mineral spring. Mr.

3



18 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Augell discovered it some time ago, and he lias put iu a reservoir pipe and

a pump. The water has been analyzed and found to contain no hurtful

properties, while it is said to have medicinal qualities of great value. It

has been used iu a number of cases with the best results. Uulike most

mineral water, this is very agreeable to the taste. One would almost

think that the water had been sweetened. No attempt is made to sell the

Avater, but a number of families, including one or two in this city, think

so highly of it as to supply themselves at considerable trouble with drink-

ing water from this spring.

"Altogether there is considerable to interest people just now at the Big

Elm Tree Farm. A road has been constructed from the highway to the

ledge, so that persons wishing to visit the spot can drive to within a few

feet of the soapstone bed."

Dr. Henry E. Tuiiior, of Newpoit, was then iiitroJuced,

who rejid ;iu elabornte and exhaustive essay on the lite and

character of William Coddington, the first Governor of the

Rhode Island Colony. The speaker said that Coddington

had been re[)resented, and by many persons regarded, as

having similar claims to respect and honor as Koger Wil-

liams. In view, however, of facts that could not be gain-

said, he was compelled to rank Coddington not only lower

than the leader in the Providence Colony, but as less trust-

worthy and manly than his colleagues in the island settle-

ment. The facts and considerations that led to this conclu-

sion were set forth, and regret was expressed that no brighter

picture could be presented.

At the conclusion of the paper, on motion of Mr. George

T. Paine, Dr. Turner received the thanks of the Society for

his very interesting and instructive discourse, and a copy was

requested for the archives of the Society. Pending the pas-

sage of the resolution, remarks were made by Messrs. Allen,

Paine, Wales and Perry, all expressing a high appreciation

of the services rendered by Dr. Turner, and uttering the

hope that the men and institutions of our State would oftener

engage the attention of the Society.

Hon. Abraham Payne was announced to read the next
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pnper, on the 5tli of Maicli, to wliich time tlio meeting was

adjoiiiiicd.

Amos Perky, Secy.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, ^larcli 5, 1878.

The moetinj; was called to order this evening at the usual

hour, hy Vice President Allen.

After the reading of the record of the last meeting and

the annonnceinent of donations »receive(l, a commuincation

was laid before the Society from Mr. Sidney S. Rider, re-

questing the use of "two old copper plates of the colonial

paper money, for the pur[)ose of making therefrom fac-similes

of this money," and also asking permission to take to his

home, foi- consultation, the first and second volumes of the

Providence Gazelle.

On motion of Mr. Ilowland, it was

Voted, That the loan of the copper phites be granted, throngh the medi-

ation of the Librarian, and that Mr. Rider have permission to consult the

Gazettes in the Cabinet.

Hon. Abraham Payne then pronounced a thoughtful and

suggestive discourse on "The Blue Laws of Connecticut,"

taking the ground tliat the Connecticut enactments were

strictly in accord with the spirit of the lime, and were, in

fact, no worse than those of Massachusetts and New York,

and even of England and Holland. The speaker sought

neither to jnstify nor to condemn the legislation referred to,

but I'athcr bronght forward such considei'ations as would lead

to the exercise of charity in pronoinicing jndgment. Spark-

ling wit and overflowing humor charactreized the discussion,
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often bringing home to the listeners lessons of practical wis-

dom.

Vice President Allen expressed his appreciation of the

effort of Mr. Payne, adding some practical observations and

an account of what he had witnessed in Connecticut.

On motion of Dr. Grosvenor, Mr. Payne received the

thanks of the Society for his critical and entertaining dis-

course.

After the announcement that Dr. Charles W. Parsons

would give the next paper, on the 19th instant, the meeting

was adjourned.

The meeting was numerou^ily attended, every available

space being occupied with irltenlive listeners.

Amos Perry, Sec'ij.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, March 19, 1878.

A meeting was held this evenini^, havin": b^en called to

order at 7| o'clock l)y Vice President Allen.

Alter the reading of the record of the last meeting, Dr.

Charles W. Pai'sons read a [)aper appropriate to the three

hundredth anniversary of the l)irth of William Harvey, M. D.,

the discoverer of the circulation of the blood. It was a

scholarly essay, svorthy of the theme and of its author, and

giving unqualified satisfaction to an unusually large and intel-

ligent audience.

On motion of Dr. Ely, seconded by Mr. George T. Paine,

the thanks of the Society were unanimously voted to Dr. Par-

sons, for his very interesting and valuable paper, and a copy
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was reijiiostctl for tlio aifhives of tlio Society. The siil)jeet

of the i)a|)cr was fiiitljor discussod by Vice President Allen and

Kev. Catl W. Enist, after which the n)ectiiig was adjourned.

Amos Perry, Secy.

QUARTERLY MEETING.

Phoyiden'ce, April 2, 1878.

The quarterly meeting was held this evening, being called

to order at a quarter before eight o'clock by Vice President

Allen.

The records of the last meeting and of the la>t annual

meeting were read by the Seci'etar}', and the donations made

to the Society during the last four weeks were announced by

the Librarian, Rev. E. M. Stone.

On nomination of the Connnittee on new members, the

following named gentlemen were elected:

Kesidknt Membkus.—Arthur II. Watson, and Rev. E. H. Poi'ter, Paw-
tiicket ; .Joscpli U. Starkweather, George L. Shepley, and Samuel T. Bull,

Providence.

ConuEspoNDixG Members.— Gen. Ileussein Tevflk, Constantinople;

Hon. John Fitch, and Edward F. DcLanccy, Esq., New York.

Ml-. George T. Paine reported, in belndf of a Connnittee

app(Mnted on the 3d of April, 1877, an Act recently passed

by the General Assembly, as follows :

" Tlie Rhode Island Historical Society sliall from and after the passage

of this Act, have and establisli but one Cabinet for the deposit and safe

keeping of its collections, and said Cabinet shall be located in tlie city of

Providence."

The Constitution of the Society was amended to conform

to this change of the Charter.

On motion of Mr. Paine, it was :
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Voted, Tliat the Committee appointed April 3d, 1877, to talce in charge

the property of the Society in tlie hands of the Cabinet Keeper of the

Southern Department, are hereljy authorized to transfer the whole or any

part thereof, as may to them seem desiraljle, to the Newport Historical

Society.

The office of Procurator was estublishcd, whose duties

shall be to solicit donations and contributions for the Society

and to act as its agent in his district.

The Constitution was so changed as to require the annual

meeting to be held on the second instead of the (hird Tues-

day in January.

The numl)ering of the sections of the Constitution was

changed to conform to the amendments adopted at this and

other meetings, and, in conclusion, a vote was passed adopt-

ing the amended Constitution, and appointing Mr. Paine a

Committee to attend to tiie printing of five hundred copies of

the amended Constitution and Charter of the Society.

On motion of jNIr. Paine, it was

1. Voted, That the best interests of the Historical Society demand

that the Cabinet shall be kept open, and that the person engaged for that

purpose shall, so far as possible, catalogue the collections of the Society,

and perform any other work that may be needed.

It was also

2. Voted, That Messrs. Allen, Paine and Howland be a Committee to carry

out the intention of the above resolution, and if the same can be accom-

plished for six months at an expense of not more than two hundred dol-

lars, to pay said bills and draw on the Treasurer for the amount required.

On motion of Mr. Perry, it was

Voted, That the Committee on Publications be requested to examine the

Foster Papers, so called, and report to the Society what action ought to

be taken in reference to them.

On motion of Mr. Paine,

Mr. George C. Mason was appointed Procurator for Newport; Mr.

Albert Holbrook, for the town of Lincoln; Mr. AVilliam J. Miller, for Bris-

tol ; Mr. Erastus Richardson, for Woonsocket ; and Mr. Henry F. Smith,

for Pawtucket.
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The Tri'asurt'i', with Mr. A. B. Dike, was apixdiiU'd a

ComiiHltfo with authority to sell the I'uihKs of llie Society

deposite'l with the City Savings Bank.

A Conmiittee, consisting of the President, Vice Pi-ehident

and the Librarian, who were a])pointed on the 3d of April,

1877, to diaw np and recommend such rides and measures

as they deem needful for preserving and utilizing the collec-

tions of the Society, were instructed to re[)ort.

Adjourned.

Amos Peiiuy, Stcy.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Pkovidence, April 16, 1878.

The meeting was called to order this evening at 7| o'clock,

by Vice President Allen.

The record of the last meeting was read by the Secretar} ;

donations were announced l)y the Librarian ; and letters

were laid before the Society from Messrs. John Fitch and

Edward F. Delancey, of New York, and from General

Heussein Tevfik, of Constantinople, accei)ting the office of

corresponding membership, and expressing a desire to co-

operate in promoting the objects of the Society.

Dr. David King, of Newport, was then introduced and

read a highly interesting paper entitled ''Sketches of the

Early History of Newport." Painfully aware of the stigma

tliat has lested on the character of the first Governor of Rhode

Island, Dr. King has taken great pains to examine original

authentic documents that relate to his assumed treacherous

conduct, and gave the Society in this paper the results of his

invcstiiiations and researches. Ho believes Coddiugton to be
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:i much abused man, more sinuocl against than sinning. He
regards the hitter's successful efforts to be appointed Gov-

ernor for life of Aquidneck and Conanicut rather as an act of

patriotism than of ambition and treachery. The course of

reasoning by which Dr. King reached this conclusion was

followed with lively interest by the large and attentive audi-

ence. Coddington was, as all concede, instrumental in pre-

venting these islands from falling into the hands of ambitious

agents of the unfriendly Plymouth Colony. For this, all

agree that he deserves and should receive la^ling honor. But

when he became ambitious, makinof the necessities of the

Colony, which he was bound to defend, an occasion of per-

sonal aggrandizement, the inquiries arise : Did he not fall,

Csesar like, and can any art of rhetoric wipe the stain from

his name?

Dr. King's generous efibrts to vindicate the honor of Cod-

dington were highly appreciated by the audience, and received

from the Society a unanimous vote of thanks, moved by

Prof. Gammell, who sustained the vi(MVs presented by the

lecturer and expressed his high appreciation of this contri-

bution to (Hir local history.

Notice was given that the last paper of this season would

be read on the oOth of April, l)y Prof. Asa Bird Gardiner,

of New York, on the Rhode Island Line in the Continental

Army.

• Adjourned.

Amos Pekky, Secy.

SPECIAL MEETLNG.

PuoviDENCE, April 30, 1878.

A meeting was held this evening at the usual hour, Vice

President Allen in the chair.
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After tlu! ro;i(liiip; of llie ipcoid of the last moctiii;! by the

Si'crotiiiy, ami the amioiiiiccinciit of donations received hy

the Lil)rarian, Hon. John R. BaitK-tt [)resented to the Soci-

ety, in helialf of Mrs. Crawford Allen, the original jonrnal

kept hy I)i'. Isaac SiMitcr dnrinir the (^nehec canipaiirn of

1775, together with a printed copy of the same. Mr. I)art-

lett stated that Dr. Senter was a ^^urgeon in the Continental

Army, and was afterwauls Pie«ident of the Khode I.-land

Society of Cincinnati, and that the donor of this journal is a

granddanghter of Dr. Sentei'.

On motion of Col. U'ales, ]\Irs Allen received the thanks

of the Society.

Prof. Asa Bird Gardner, LL. D., of West Point, N. Y.,

then read a paper on the Rhode Jsland Line in the Continen-

tal Army, and its Society of Cincinnati. The paper con-

tained a succinct and vivid account of the jiart taken hy

Khode Island in the Revolutionary struggle foi' freedom, from

the destruction of th(^ Gaspee in 1772 to the di.-^bauding of

the aimy in 17(So. It set forth the character of the Rhode

Island Continental regiments, and especially of their ofHceis ;

the circumstances under which the former were raised ; where

they were stationed ; the engagements in which they took

part, and the changes to which they were subjected. After

noting the services rendered hy these regiments, due honor

was paid to the Rhode Island Brigade, which was organized

for home defence. Lastly, a hrief outline was given of the

history of the Rhode Island Society of Cincinnati.

At the conclusion of the reading, General Edward C.

Mauran made n motion that the thanks of the Society l)e pre-

sented to Professor Gaidner for the valual)le contribution

which he has made to our military histoiy, and that a copy

of his paper he solicited for the archives of the Society.

The motion was seconded by Hon. John R. Bartlett, and



26 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

after ciiticnl and complimentaiy romaiks l)y Messrs. Stone

and Alien, the resolution was unanimously passed.

The meeting was then adjourned.

Amos Pekry, Stv'y.

QUARTERLY MEETING.

Providence, July 2, 1878.

The quarterly meeting was held at 3 o'cloek this afternoon,

the President in the chair.

The record of the last meeting was read hy the Secretary,

and four hundred and seventy-four donations were announced

by the Librarian.

The Treasurer read, by request, a report showing the

Society to be in debt to him two hundred and sixty-four dol-

lars and sixty-eight cents.

Mr. Paine made a report as Committee on printing the

Charter and Constitution of the Society. The loport was

accepted and the Committee dischaiged.

]\Ir. Paine also made a report in behalf of the Committee

on keeping the Cabinet open, setting turth the system of

classification proposed ; the need of shelf and storage room,

and the plan recommended by the Committee to supply this

need ; some By-Laws of the Society and Regulations for the

use of the Library, and asking for instruction in regard to

what disposition should be made of the duplicates of the

Society. The report was received and ordered to be placed

on file.

Mr. Southwick made a verbal report in behalf of the Com-
mittee on Grounds and Building. The report was accepted

and a vote was passed endorsing the action of the Commit-
tee in exceeding the line of their authority.
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A vote wiis llicii passed niithoriziiig the Trciisurer to pay

the I)ill of lil"t\-t\vo dollars and seventy cents, incurred l)y

the Ijd)rary Conuiiittee tor panipldet cases.

The By Laws and Librai-y Keixulations recommended hy

the Committee were amended and ad()j)ted as tollosvs :

B Y - L A W S .

RULES OF OKDKK.

Act 1. At all meetings the presiding officer shall take the chair at the

time appointed in the notification ; and the records of the pveceding meet-

ing shall then be read. After which, at all Special Meetings, the special

business for which the meeting was called shall be transacted ; and at all

liegiilar Meetings the order of business shall l)e as follows

:

1st. The Librarian shall make his report.

2d. The Secretary shall read any communications he has received.

3d. Unfinished business of the last meeting.

4th. Keports of Committees.

5th. New business.

At meetings called for reading of papers, the reading of records and list

of donations may be postponed at discretion.

Act 2. All Committees shall be appointed by the Chair, uujess other-

wise ordered.

LIBRARY REGULATIONS.

Act 1. The Librarian shall have charge of all books, tracts, maps,

manuscripts, pictures, portraits, and all other collections of the Society.

He shall cause to be made and shall keep exact and perfect catalogues of

each and all of them, doing whatever may be in his power at all times to

preserve and increase the collection under his care.

2d. lie shall promptly acknowledge each donation that maybe made to

the Library, by a certilicatc addressed to the person making it.

3d. He shall, at every regular niceiing of the Society, report all dona-

tions made to the Cabinet and Library since the last regular meetiug, with

the names of the donors; and at the annual meeting shall present a state-

ment of the condition and wants of the Society, with a notice of the im-

portant accessions t^ its collections during the year.

4th. He may have an assistant, not necessarily a member of the Society,

who shall be appointed by the Society, who shall aid him in all or any of
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his duties, who shall also aid the Secretary in an}- of his duties, and who
shall render such other service to the Societ}^ connected with its Library

and Cabinets as the Society may direct.

5th. The Lilirarian shall be present in the Library, in person, or by his

assistant, at the regular hours, and at such other times as maybe appointed

for keeping it open, and shall endeavor to render it useful to all who may
resort to it.

6th. The Committee of Publications, for the time being, shall be per-

mitted to take such books and manuscripts from the Library as they may
need to perform the duty assigned to them by the Society, but the Libra-

rian, or his assistant, shall make a record of whatever is taken, and as

soon as the volume they may have in charge is published, he shall require

the i-eturn of the same to the Cabinet.

7th. All manuscripts of the Society shall be kept under lock and key,

and be used only in the presence of the Librarian or his assistant.

8th. Persons not members of the Society, if engaged in historical pur-

suits, shall be allowed to consult the manuscripts belonging to the Society,

provided an application in writing, stating the object of the enquiry, be

first made to the Librarian, who shall make a record of the same.

9th. No manuscript, and no part of a manuscript, belonging to the

Society, shall be copied by persons not members, except on permission

granted by the Librarian, after an application in writing specifying the

manuscript, or part thereof, desired to be copied, has been referred to the

Library Committee, and by them approved ; and if any manuscript belong-

ing to the Society shall, in consequence of such permission, be published

in whole or in part, the fact that it was obtained from the Society shall be

required to be stated in its publication. But nothing therein shall be con-

strued to prevent the publication of names, dates, and other chronological

memoranda, without special permission.

10th. No maps, newspapers, books or manuscripts, or other of the col-

lections, shall be taken from the Library, except by vote of the Society,

or by the provisions of Article G of these regulations.

11th. All tracts, books, maps, manuscripts, and other of the collections

of the Society, shall be distinctly marked as its property, and any such

tract, book, or other article presented to the Society, shall be marked with

the name of the donor, and the date of the donation, and recorded as his

or her gift.
*

12th. The Library when open shall be open on week days, from nine

o'clock in the forenoon until three o'clock in the afternoon. This rale is

not intended to include legal holidays. The Library Committee shall have

liberty to close the Library at their discretion.

13th. Any person may inspect or make extracts from any of the news-

papers or books donated to the Society by the State, or placed in its
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charge by statute, or by special vote of the General Assembly; but no per-

sons except members shall be permitted to make any extracts from any

other of the collections of the Society. Persons not members may exam-

ine the printed books and newspapers in the Library, and the Librarian or

his assistant will, on request, make extracts therefrom, for the person ask-

ing for the same, on payment by him of a reasonable fee for so doing,

which shall be paid into the treasury of the Society.

14th. All rules and regulations inconsistent herewith are repealed.

The plan ic'comiiUMided by the C()minitt(>o for sct-nring

slu'lf and storage room was dl--fiis.sed and laid npoii the

tal)le.

Tlie following resolution wa.s passed :

liesolved, That all members, officers or committees, tliat have any of the

property of the Society in their possession, are hereby instructed to return

the same immediately to the Cabinet, that a full and complete record of

the same may be made by the assistant Librarian

Me>srs. Stone, South wick and Allen were a[)pointed a

Committee to recommend what action should he taken in

regard to duplicate volumes, pamphlets, newspapers, etc.,

belonging to the Society.

The Conmiittee on Grounds and Building and the Library

Committee were appoint(>d a Joint Committee to recommend

and report to the Society such action as they may deem

advisable to secure the needed shelf and storage room.

The Committee on Grounds and Building was auth(uized

to expend fifty dollars for a storage case, to remain in the

basement.

John Austin Stevens, Esq., the Libraiian of the New
Yoik Historical Society, and R. A. Brock, Esq., the Libra-

rian of the Virginia Historical Society, were elected corres-

ponding members.

Adjourned.

Amos Perky, Sec'y.
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QUARTERLY MEETING.

a

Providence, October 1, 1878.

The quarterly meeting of the Society was held this even-

ing, Vice President Allen in the chair.

The record of the last meeting was read and approved.

The Librarian reported more than two thousand books

and pampldets, many of them very valuable, received since

the last meeting.

The Committee appointed last A|)ril to keep the Cabinet

open daily, and carry forward at the same time the work of

classifying, arranging and cataloguing the manuscripts,

books, pamphlets and various material of the Society, re-

ported progress through Mr. Paine. Most gratifying results

were stated to be manifest at a very reasonable expense.

The musty and dusty room has l)cen decidedly changed in

its general aspect. An earnest attempt has been mtide to

reduce confused masses of historic material to order. The

system of classifying was explained, and an appeal was made

for authority to carry forward the work so favorably begun.

After further explanation and some discussion, i)artici-

pated in by Messrs. Paine, Southwiek, Allen, Rogers, and

Perry, the report of the Committee was received, and the

same Committee, consisting of Messrs. Allen, Paine and

Rowland, was authorized to continue the work for which it

was appointed, with the provision that the expense incurred

for the next six months shall not exceed two himdred dollars.

Mr. Southwiek reported in behalf of the Committee on

Grounds and Building, that ;i room and shelves had been

provided in the basement, at an expense of less than fifty

dollars, and that a stove was to be set up to prevent injury

to the Society's dociunents from dampness.
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The Treasurer, Mr. Kielimoiid P. Everett, made a detailed

stalement, showing that though the Society is possessed of

fluids, it has not a suiplus of ready cash to meet the demands
made ui)()n the treasury.

In this eonneetion the Secretary read a paper siiowing that

marked proijress has been made in raising; funds to meet the

pressing needs of the Society.

Mr. Stone made an extended report in behalf of a Com-
mittee appointed at the la.'-t meeting to decide what shall

be done with the luass of duplicates l)elonging to the Soci-

ety. The Committee had devoted much time to the work

assigned it, and Mr. Stone, in his capacity as Librarian, had

sent oti' fifty cases of duplicates for exchange with other

Societies.

Mr. Paine offered the following resolutions in behalf of the

Committee to keep the Cabinet open:

Resolved, Tliat the Librarian shall, by and with the advice of the Library

Committee, exchange such of the publications of the Society, and such of
the duplicates among its collections, as may, from time to time, seem to be
for the best interests of the Society.

Resolved, That the Librarian shall report to the Society the names of

the societies or individuals with whom he has been in the practice of ex-

changing, and shall hereafter keep a written account with each of such
exchanging societies, showing what books shall be sent to, and what shall

be received from, each person or society so exchanging.

Resolved, That the Library Committee shall cause a complete index to

be prepared of the volumes of manuscripts, and if found necessary, they

shall permit one volume at a time to be taken from the building, and to be
restored before another shall be taken.

These resolutions were discussed, pro and con, and were

passed; not, however, without manifest dissent.

Mr. A. V. Jenks recommended, in behalf of the Commit-
tee on Nominations, the following persons for election. The
report was received and the persons were accordingly elected.
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Resident Members.—Dr. Cbark-s H. Fisher, North Scitiiate; Willuviii

W. Hoppin, Francis W, Goddard, Fredericli Grionull, Sidney S. Rider,

Providence.

Corresponding Members.—Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, President of Chicago

Historical Society; Hiram A. Huse, Esq., State Librarian, Montpelier, Vt.

Honorary Member.—Don Jose Maria Latino Coelho, Secretary Royal

Academy of Sciences, Lisbon, Portngal.

The meeting was well nlteiKlecl, and si decided interest was

manifested in its proceedings. The annoiinceinent was made

that Hon. Thomas C. Amor}', of Boston, will read a paper

before the Society on the first Tuesday in Novemher, on

Some of tiie Ancient Historic Houses of New England.

The meeting was adjourned to the call of the Secretary.

Amos Perry, Scc'ij.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, November 5, 1878.

A meeting was held this evening at 1\ o'clock, the Presi-

dent in the chair.

After the meeting was called to ordei", the Secretaiy read

the record of the last meeting and letters received from

Messrs. Isaac N. Arnold, John Au-tin Stevens, H. A. Huse

and R. A. Brock, accepting the office of corresponding

members of the Society, and expressing their desire to

co-operate in the promotion of historical pursuits.

The Secretary also read a letter from our respected fellow-

citizen, Alexander Duncan, now residing in England, j>i'esent-

ing to the Society a print of Washington, made in the year

1780, from a painting by Trumbull, and expressing a lively

interest in the objects of the Society.
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riou. Tlioiiias C. Ainoiy, of" Boston, was then introduced,

and road a i)a[)('r entitled, " Some of the Aneicnt IIi>toiic

IIoiisos of" New Enuland," to an audience of" ladies and gen-

tlemen that eonipletely tilled the Cahinet.

Opening witli a •ieiioral dt'scriplioii of tlio coinilry and llie character

and condition of the Indian natives and coh)nists, and the style of tlicir

dwellinijs, especially the more pretentions \vij;\vains of the native chiefs

and sachems, and of the tirst honses built by the Puritans and Pilgrims

after settKinent in the New Eiiirland colonies, with a detailed description

of their form, materials and mode of construction, the paper treated

mainly of some of the most conspicuous and celebrated of these old New
England homes that are still in existence.

Complete and miniUe histories and descriptions were given of the

houses of Matthew Craddock, first Governor of the Massachusetts Bay
Company, liuilt at Medford in 1G34; the "Bond House," built by John
Norton, at Ipswich, about the same time, occupied by Norton, and after-

wards by Kichard Saltonstall, who gave Gofl'e, the regicide, a shelter and
hiding place iu its recesses; the " Fairbanks House," at Dedham, built by

John Fairlianks, in 1()37, retained in the family ever since, and now occu-

pied by Ills descendants in the seventh generation ; the house of Captain

John Woodman, in Durham, N. II., now occupied by his descendants of

the sixth generation, one of the "garrison houses " of the period, the first

story of solid white pine logs a foot thick, with the second story project-

ing over it, with loopholes for defence against Indian attacks, and others

like it at Ilolliston and Newbury; Edmund Qnincy's house at Mount Wol-

laston, built in l(!;5.j; the parsonage of Rev. John Hale at Beverly, built in

IGG4; and the mansion of General Sullivan, at Durham, N. H., built in

1750.

The paper also gave very interesting histories of the " Abbott House,"

on Abbott's lane, in this city; the Wickford Hou.se, called "Richard

Smith's Castle," the houses of Samuel Gorton, and General Greene, at

Warwick, in this State, and several other remarkable old New England

Homes, with a recital of many interesting incidents and events iu the

lives, characters and times of the former occupants of these old dwellings,

which added greatly to the interest of Mr. Amory's exceedingly graphic

and scholarly historical sketch.

The p.ipcr elicited warm e.\[)ressions of approltation from

numerous members.

At the conclusion of the reading, on motion of Prof.

Diman, a unanimous vote of thanks to Mr. Amory was

passed.
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Nolicc was given that Mr. Georije C. Mtisoii, of Newport,

would rc;ul a paper on the 19lh instant, on Gilbert Stuart.

The meeting was then adjourned.

Amos Perky, Scc'y.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, NovcniI)cr 19, 1878.

A meeting was held this evening at 7.45 oVdoeU, the

President in the ehair, to hear a pa{)er upon "Gill)e!'t Stuart,

the Painter," b_y George C. Mason, Esq., of Newport.

The Cabinet Keeper, Rev. E. M. Stone, after th(^ meeting

was called to cider, read a li>t of .sixt}- bound volumes and

three hundred pamphlets, oontril)ulions to the Society,

received since the last meeting.

George C. Ma^()n, Esq., was then introduced by the Presi-

dent, and proceeded with the reading of his paper, which

gave a full history of Gill)ert Stuart, the celebrated painter

of the Washington portraits, from his l>irth to his death, and

of most of his works.

Gilbert Stuart, son of Gilbert and Elizabeth Stuart, was born in a house

located at the head of Petaquamscott Pond, in the " Narragansett Country',"

December 3, 1755, but a few years afterward removed vvith his parents to

Newport, where he passed his early life and developed the artistic genius

and talents which, in his manhood, gave him such great renown.

Stuart's first teacher was an English artist named Cosmo Alexander,

who came to Newport in 1770, when Stuart was about fifteen years of age,

gave him instruction, urged him to go to England to study the profession

he had chosen, and gave him letters to friends there. Stuart sailed from

Boston in 1775 in the last ship that left that port for England before the

Revolutionary war. After two years of vicissitude in England and Scot-

land, during vvliich his superior musical abilities were of great service to

him, securing him, in one instance, the position of organist in an English

church against several competitors, he returned to London and became a
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pupil of BoDJninin West, tlic {rreat Ainciicaii painter, tlicii at tlio liciglit

of his fame, wliich was the chief motive of Stuart's visit to Enghviid. He
soon became a fiimous artist there, and painted portraits of many of the

nobility and j!:entrj\ (of whicli a full account was given,) which brought

him both fame and fortune. In 1792 he arrived in New York from Dublin,

Ireland, and was cordially received as an artist without an equal in

America, returning home with the inspiration that tlie gre.-it work of liis

life was to paint the portraits of Washington, the first I'residcnt, and
'• Father of Ids Country."

In 171)1 he removed to riiiladelphia, and took a house on Chestnut

street, where he painted his first portrait of Washington.

The i)!ii)('i- then g;ivo :i fiill and vci'y iiitort'>ting history of

his aiti.^tic jind so<'ial Wt'v in Philadclpliia, and Hnhsrcjucntly

of the inan}' ccdcbrated portraits of Washin<rton and other

distin<zuishcd pcrson.s which ho painted, of which Mi'. Mason

had traced ont al)out .six hundred as the oii^inal works of

Stuail, rcfeiiinf; among others to the lull length i)icture in

the State House in this city and Newport, in Fanueil Hall,

Boston, the weii-lsnown original portraits of AVashington and

his wife in the 15oston Athenreuni, (from which Stuart [)ainted

all his copies,) and the portrait belonging to Dr. William F.

Channing, of this city, the only copy in existence showing

the left side of Washington's face.

JNIr. Mason did not lini.sh his exceedingly interesting paper,

but concluded his reading soon after nine o'clock, with the

rcmaik, tliat it was too long to conij)Iete in one evening.

Gill)ert Sluart died in Boston, in July, 1828, and was

interred in one of the tombs in the "Old Granary lUirying

Ground," on Boston Common ; and in Octobei', 1828, the

first exhibition of his works was made; in Boston tor the

I)enefit of his family.

On motion of Hon. John R. Bartlett, it was voted to

extend the thanks of tlu; Society to Mr. Mason, for his able

historical ]>aj)ei', with the request of a copy of it for the

archives of this Socii'ty.
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On inolioii, the meeting was then ucljouined, to nicet at

the call ul" the Secretary.

Amos Perky, Sect/.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, December 3, 1878.

A meetini^ was held this evening, beginning at a qnarter

before 8 o'clock.

After the reading of the record of the last meeting, the

President of the Society introdnced Hon. John. R. Baitlett,

who read an elaborate and learned discourse on "The Aryan

Pace, its Languages, Literature and Migrations,"' to an audi-

ence of ladies and gentlemen that filled the Cabinet. The

following is an abstract of Mr. Bartlett's paper:

The Aryan Race is tliat which lias hitherto l)een Icnowii as tlie Indo-

European or Indo- Germanic race. Aryan or Arian is tlic name of the

people given them in the oldest Sancrit writings. The Hindus, descended

from them, style themselves Aryans. The name, farthermore, is pre-

served in the classic Arii, a tribe of ancient Persia; Aria, the modern
Herat, and Ariana, the name of the district which comprehends a part of

ancient Persia and Bactriana. It is also preserved in Arian, or Iran, the

name of modern Persia. The district in Asia, now occupied by nations

and families descended from the old Aryans, comprises portions of Persia,

Armenia, Afghanistan, and the northern provinces of Hiudostau. The
exact limits, however, cannot be given, but scholars have assigned the

district lying east and southeast of the Caspian Sea as the cradle of the

race. From this centre the race extended itself westward, so that the

descendants now occupy all Europe, excepting only the Finns of the north

and the Magyars of Hungary. It is the close affinity between the lan-

guages of Europe and those of northern India and Persia, that the com-
mon origin of the nations by which they are spoken is shown. It was
long believed thaf the Sanscrit was the mother tongue of all the nations

in question, but recent researches have shown that closely as these lan-

guages are allied to one another, no one of the nations,whether now existing

or historical, can claim to be the parent of them all. Philogists now agree
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that tlicy arc all sisters, s|)riiii;iiii; from ;i coimiioii source or inolher, of
whieii all traces liave perished.

Of the laii,i,Mia<;es spoken in the most ancient limes, where this brancli
of the human family oriiiimited, there remain traces of three: the Sanscrit,
the Zend, and the old Persian of the Assyrian cnneiform inscriptions. Of
the old Sanscrit there has been preserved a copion.s literature; of the
Zend hut little, and of the Persian nothing but what we find on the monu-
ments and tablets.

The period when the old .\ryans lived, who spoke these lan,i,'ua<,'es, but
particularly the Sanscrit, is involved in doubt. The lanf,niaj,'e of the Vedas
is acknowh-dyed by all to be the oldest that has come down to ns. Pro-
fessor Whitney, of Yale College, assigns these ancient books to the period
between L>000 and 1500 years B. C. ; Professor Max Miiller. to tlie period
between loOO and ll'OO B. C. ; botli candidly say tUat there is no evidence
by which we can tell, with any degree of certainty, within 300 years, the
period when they were composed.

The paper then gave an exceedingly interesting and instructive lustory
of the ancient Aryan race, from the Sanscrit of the Vedas, (which ante-
dates the classical Sanscrit from a thousand to fifteen hundred years), as
revealed l)y the more recent and generally accepted interpretations of
these ancient oriental languages by modern scholars; of their theology,
literature, laws, and social habits and customs, and all the characteristics
of that ancient race that lived in the vast centuries before the Christian
era.

At Ihc coiic'Iii.sion of the I'eiiiliiiir, which riveted the attcii-

lioii at' the mmierous audience for more than an hour, on
motion of Vice PresirU'iit Allen, seconded Uy Prof. Ernst, a

nnaninioMs vote of tlianks was |)assed to Mr. Bartlett for his

inlercstinir and instructive discourse, and a copy of t lie same
was reijuesled for the archives of the Society.

iMes.«i-.s. Allen and Ernst took occasion, while commending
the industry and learning of the lecturer, to offer extended
lemarks on the genei'al sniijects of the paper.

^Iv. Allen solicited anew the donation of photographs to

he inserted and preserved in the Society's Photographic
Ali)um, and attention w^•ls called to the |)icturcs recently

received from Mr. Alexander Dmican.

After the annoimcement that Henry C. Dorr, Esq., of New
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York, woultl read the next p.-ipor, llio meeting wns atljourned

for two weeks.

Amos Perry, Sec'y.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, December 17, 1878.

A meeting was lield this evening beginning at a quarter of

8 o'clock, the President in the chair.

After the reading of the record of the last meeting by the

Secretary, and the announcement of donations received by

the Lil)rarian, Rev. E. M. Stone, Henry C. Dorr, Esq., of

New York, read a paper on the varied relations of the Plan-

tations with neighboring tribes of Indians, particularly the

Narragansetts. The views set forth in this paper were evi-

dently the result of extensive and laborious reseaich among
numerous authentic documents of the Colonial period.

This, the sixth of a series of papers read by Mr. Dorr before

the Society within a few years, on the early history of the

Providence Plantations, drew together a numerous audience,

who attentively listened to the reading for nearly two hours.

The characters of the first settlers of Providence and \^'ar-

wick and of neighboring contemporaneous Indian Ciiiefs

were portrayed in a manr.er to silence all boasting of ances-

tral virtues and of the blessings of olden times. Black coolrs

predominated in Mr. Dorr's pictures. Our founders were,

according to him, men with sterling virtues and marked

eccentricities and foibles, and their neighbors of the aI)origi-

nal race, disdaining clothing for their persons, and despising

all the refinements of civilization, scarcely attained, in his

view, the dignity of human beings.
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At the coiiclusioii of the rcadiitg, on motion of liiirlit Rev.

Tiioma.s M. Claik, .seconded I)}' Dr. Henry K. Turner, a

nnaninions vote of Uiank.s \va.s i)as!sed to i\Ir. Dorr, for his

valiialde and instructive [)aper, and the desire was expressed

that his seiics of papers read before the Society might be

j)rint('d for the phasure and benefit of the [)ublic.

Vice President AHen, as Chairman of a Committee to

secure some suitable monument on the site of Shite or What
Cheer Roclc, repoi-ted a phm for a monument called to his

attention l)y His Honor the Mayor, and on his motion, after

the announcement that Hon. Abraham Payne would give the

next lecture on the last evi-ning of the year, the meeting was

adjourned to tiie evening of the 21st instant, at 7-^ o'ckjck,

to discuss the plan of a monument, anrl to transact such other

business as might [)ro[)erly be brought forward.

Amos Perky, Sec'y.

SPECIAL MEETING-

Providence, December 21, 1878.

A business meeting was held this evening at 7.^ o'clock,

the President in the chair.

Ten members were [)resent, despite the severe rain-storm

and the bad widking.

The Secretary read the record of the last meeting, and

also a letter from Hiram A. Hnse, Esq., Librarian of the

Vermont Ilistoiical Society, accepting tiie office of corres-

))ouding meml)er, and expressing thanks for the honor con-

ferred on him by the Society.

The President then laid before the Society a communica-

tion from the Superintendent of the United States Coast Sur-
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vcy, statiiiix the iniportniice of a coiroc-t nomenclature of tlio

places along our coast, and asking the assistance of the

Society in properly designating on the Govennnent i\raj)s

the various waters and places uilhin the limits of uur State.

The Piesident trlso i-ead his I'cply to this communication.

These papers wci-e then leceived and accei)ted, and referred

to II S[)ecial Committee, consisting of the President and

Messrs. Bartlett and Beckwilh, with authority to act in

behalf of the Society as requested.

Vice Pre(<ident Allen then exhihited and explained the

proposed plan for a monument at What Cheer Rock, setting

forth his vi(>ws at length. After a free interchange of senti-

ments, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That we approve of the forni and the material of the monu-
ment.

Resolved, That we do not favor having inscribed on said monument the

names of the religious sects that have prevailed in tlie State.

Resolved, That the salutation which the Indians addressed to Williams

at Slate Rock, together with the date of the same, should constitute a part,

if not the whole, of the inscription on the monument as follows :

" What Cheek, Netop."

June, 1636.

Beyond this expression thei'e was not i)erfect accoid.

Some members Avould honor the names of Massasoit, Canon-

icus and Miantonomo with a place on the moniunent ; some

wish to see there the names of Williams and ot his live com-

panions: and some the words, "Soul Lilx'rty." Most, how-

ever, preferred to let the above salutation and date, standing

alone, suggest to the beholders of the monumen.t the princi-

ples, the men and the events designed to be commemorated.

A Committee, consisting of Messrs. Allen, Williams and

Diman, was appointed to rei)resent the views of the Society

to the a[)i)ropriate Committee of the City Council.

On motion of Mr. Beckwith, it was
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Voted, Tliat tlie services of the janitor be engaged at our meetings held

for the readiiiij: of papers.

^Vhil(' the resolution was iiiuler discussion, sonic pointed

remarks weie made on the inteniii)tions and annoyances occa-

sioned hy late comers, most of whom, it was observed, arc

not members of the Society.

Adjouined.

A:mos Perky, Sec't/.

SPECIAL MEETING.

Providence, December 31, 1878.

At a meeting held this eveninir, and pi'csided over by the

President, Rev. C. W. Ei nst delivered an address on Afgiian-

i.-^tan and the war which is now l)eing waged in that country

between the Biitish ixovernment and the established rulers of

the land. The orator began by producing a parallel between

Northern Italy, with its Milan Cathedral and towering Alps,

and the historic region to which he invited attention. The

hand of Nat me in deciding the destiny of these two regions

was clearly shown. As Nort!)ern Italy stands forth, exciting

oui admiration l)y its grand scenery and the part it has taken

in shai>ing the destiny of the Italian nation, so the Pnnjaub

has remarkable ph\sical features and has played a part in

human hi>tory, -whose impoitance is scarcely to be over-esti-

mated. The mountains, rivers, climate, productions, defiles

and roads of Afghanistan were set forthwith remarkable vivid-

ness. The lectureT presented a picture of the men whom he

termed mountain(>ers, reseniblingin spirit, character, and tirm-

ness of muscle, the Highland Scotch and the Swiss, w hom the

arts of men have never succeeded in reducing to hopeless

bondai^e.
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The discourse contained ;i great amount of information

whicli it is ditficult to obtain, was calmly and clearly delivered

without recurrence to notes, and received the undivided

attention of the numerous audience.

At the conclusion of the address, on motion of William B.

Weeden, Esq., seconded by Rev C. A. Staples, the thanks of

the kSociety were \manimously voted to Rev. Mr. Erubt, for his

highly interesting and instructive address, and a copy of the

same was requested for the archives of the Society.

Notice was given that the annual meeting would take place

on the 14th of January, and that the next paper would be

read before the Society the 28th of Januai'y.

Adjourned.

Amos Perry, Sec'y.

ANNUAL MEETING.

Providence, January 14, 1879.

The fifty-seventh annual meeting of the Society was held

this evening, Vice President Alien in the chair.

The Secretaiy read the recoid of the last meeting, and also

of the last annual meeting.

The Librarian, through the Secretary, announced sevei'al

donations recently received, among which were a tine old

family clock, made bj'the late Daniel Sheldon, and bequeathed

by Miss Mary A. Sheldon to the ScK-iety, and a su[)erljly illus-

trated volume, entitled : "Newport and .its Cottages," pre-

sented by George C. Mason, Esq., of Newport.

A unanimous vote of thanks was passed to Mi'. Mason,

for his very valuable and generous donation, and the folU)W-

ing preamble and resolutions, drawn up by Rev. E. INL Stone,

were adopted :
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WiiKitKAS, Tlio late Miss Mary A. Slii'ldoii, did, l)y licr last Will and Tcs-

tainc'iit, icive, bcqiieatli and devise to the llliode Island Historical Society,

an upriijrlit clock, made by her father, the late Daniel Sheldon, of this city,

in consideration of his havin<jr been a member of said Society, and the

fact haviiiu been comnnmicated to the Librarian by Mr. James H. Mnm-
ford, Jr. I'nd., Exccntor of the estate of the said Mary A. Sheldon,

therefore

Ursolccd, That this Society gratefully accepts the beqnest as a specimen

of the maker's skill, as a memento of a hiirhly respected citizen, whose
heart-beats on earth have been snccecded by a peaceful cycle in which time

is not counted, and as an expression of kindly interest in the objects of

this Society by the thoughtful devisor.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are hereby tendered to James
H. Muniford, Jr. 2nd., Esq., for the cordial manner in which lie has dis-.

charged his trust in placing the aforesaid clock in its Cabinet.

Besolvcd, That the Secretary be directed to transmit a copy of the fore-

going resolutions to Mr. Muniford, and that the same be also entered upon

the Society's records.

The Treasurer presented his annual report, which was, on

motion, referred, despite the Treasurer's jjrotest, to the Audit

Committee, with instruction to sec that the Treasurer be

duly credited for interest on money loaned the Society the

past year, or that may be loaned the Society the year to

come.

A communication was read from the Librarian, who was

detained at home by indisposition, giving a summary of his

annual report, and promising a full statement at a future

meeting.

The annual repoit of the Procurator for Newport, Mr.

George C. Mason, was read, accepted and referred as usual.

It was of a progressive character, and recomn)cnded active

measures for securing a scries of biographical sketches during

the present year.

The Committee on Lectures and Reading of Papers made

a report, asking especially for papers relating to Rhode Island

history, and commending the plan suggested by Mr. Mason,

to secure a series of biographies this year.
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The Committoe on Gioiinds and Building made its annnal

report, showing that $390. 7G have been expended during the

year.

The Committee on Geneah)gical Researehes made its

annual report, giving a hopeful view of the work connnitted

to its eare.

The Special Committee, appointed la^t April for keeping

the Cabinet ojjen, made an extended written lepoit, with

three recommendations :

1st. That it be authorized to apply to the Legislature for aid.

2ud. That an odd volume of the Providence Joiirnal be donated to the

proprietors of that paper.

3rd. That the number of the Committee be increased to five.

The report was received and the recommendations were

adopted. Messrs. H. T. Beck with and S. S. Rider were

added to the Committee.

The Special Committee appointed to aid the Sn[)erintendent

of the United States Coast Survey in properly fixing the

names of places on the government maps within Rhode

Island territory, made a report, through Hon. John R. Bart-

lett, showing what action had been taken.

Also, the Committee appointed to aid in securing a proper

monument at AMiat Cheer Rock reported progress and was

continued.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for

the ensuing year, with the following results :

OFFICERS :

President, ..... Samuel G Arnold.

Vice Presidents, - - - - Zachariah Allen,

Prancis Brinley.

Secretary, - - - - - Amos Perry.

Treasurer, .... Eichmond P. Everett.

Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, - •' - Edwin M. Stone.
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Procurator for Nc'\vi)()rt, ... Geori,^c C. Mason.

("oiiiiuittcc on Nomination of Nrw Members, "William (i. Williams.

Albert V. Jenks,

William Staples.

Committee on Lectures and Papers, - - William Gammell,

Charles \V. Parsons,

Amos Perry.

Committee on Publications of the Society, - John K. Bartlett,

J. Lewis Diman,

Edwin ^L Stone.

Committee on Genealogical Kesearehes, - Henry E. Turner.

Zachariah Allen,

William A. Mowry.

Committee on Care of Grounds and Building, Isaac H. Southwick,
^ Henry .1. Stcere,

Royal C. Taft.

Andit Committee, .... Henry T. Beckwith,

Walter Blodiret,

John P. Walker.

A resolution to [)iint the proceedings of last yejir failed to

})ass.*

A ta.x of three dollars was assessed on each resident nicni-

her, to pay the expenses of the current year.

The Coniuiittee on the Nomination of New Members pre-

sented the following nunies, and the gentlemen were accord-

ingly elected :

Kksidkxt Mi;mi!i:i!s.— Georiie H. Olney, Hope Valley ; B. B. Hammond,
William E. Clarke, Cliristopher G. Dodge, Lewis J. Chace, Providence:
William Tinkham, Pascoag.

CointKSPONDiXG Mi:mi5F,i!s.— Charles Kogers, LL. D., Secretary of tlie

Royal Historical Society of Great Britain; Col. Thomas Wentworth Ilig-

ginson, Cambridge, Mass. ; Hon. Thomas C. Amory, Boston, Mass.

It was the best attended and most .spirited annual meetinir

that has l)een held within the memoiy of the [)resent gcMiera-

tion.

* At a subsequent meeting the Coniniitfoe on Pulilicalion.<! was autliori/ed to print tive

liundred copies of the Society's I'roceedings for the year l{«rS-'.l.
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A letter was read from the President, Hon. Satmiel G.

Arnold, declining to be a candidate for the office of Presi-

dent for the coming year, on account of such serious indis-

position as necessitates his absence from the State.

A letter was read from Hon. Francis Brinley, of Newport,

expressing a warm interest in the Society, and regret at being

unable to attend its meetings.

Notice was given that Hon. Al)raham Payne would read

the next paper, the 2Sth instant, on Jonathan Edwards.

The meeting was then adjourned.

Amos Perry, Sec'ij.



REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

P15ESENTED TO THE

AIs'^'UAL MEETING, JANUARY 14, 1879,

NECROLOGY, 1878-9.





TREASURER'S REPORTS.

Dr. Ilidimond P. Everett. Tren.mrcr, in account with the Rhode hhuid

Ilidoriatl Society.

1878.

Jan. 14. To cash on liaml, - - . - $728 01

Aiiif. 2. " interest from Life Membership Fund in Providence

Institution for Savings, - - - l-i^ 00

1879.

Jan. 13. " subscriptions for collecting and arranging the Library

and Cabinet, from members as follows

:

Zachariah .411en, - - - 100 00

William Gammell, - - 20 00

Charles E. Carpenter, - - 10 00

130 00

" taxes from one hundred and fifty-six (15G) members

at S3, - - - S468 00

" tax from one member for 1870, - . 3 00

471 00

" admission from twenty-two (22) members at ft^o, 110 00

" sale of cases and pamphlets, - - - 3 88

" cash dne Treasurer, - - - 312 2u

$1,880 14

Cr. Richviond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account ivith the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

1878

Jan. \:>. Providence Press Company, for printing reports for

187(1-77, ----- S-'05 30

Carried forward, - - - - $-0-"> 30

7
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There is on deposit in the Providenee Institution

lor Savings, - - - ,$-,<»!) 82

lUCIIMOXl) V. EVERETT, Treastirer.

Pkovidknck, J;inu;ii-y 14, 1870.

Tlic iiiiil( i>ij.'n(il have fXiiiiiincd tin- above report, and conipareil it with tlie vuiiclier.*.

aii<l liiid tile same correct.

HKXKY T. RIXKWITH,) Aiirlit

WALTKR BLODGKT, j Committee.

ri;<ivii)i;N( i;, .January H, In?'.*.

'^^



REPORT

COMMITTEE OX BUILDING AND GROUNDS.

To the Rhode Island Historical Societij

:

Gentlemen: -Your Committee on Building and Grounds beg leave to

make the following report of expenditures under their direction, for the

year ending December 3Lst, 1878 :

To Robinson Pearce, for materials and labor in shingling

the west side of the Cabinet Euilding, - §120 25

Also for putting up partitions in cellar, - - 39 31

)$1G5 50
To Williani S Hogg, for compost, care of land, cutting grass,

etc., ----..
To .John A. Ilowland, for repairs of stove and fnrnace,

To Rjiode Island Concrete Co., for concreting front and side-

walks, ------
To Anthony & Cowell, for one dozen cane-seat chairs,

To WiUlani F. Andrews, for repairing chimney, -

To John R. Shirley, gas fixtures, - - - .

To amount paid the janitor, -

To amount paid labor in cellar, - . - -

$30G 44:

There has also been paid by order of the Society for pamphlet

cases, purchased by Mr. Paine, - - - 84 32

Total, ..... P90 70

Very respectfully submitted,

ISAAC II. SOUTilWICK,

Fur the Committee.

PitoviDEXCE, January 14th, 187P.

52



KEPORT OF THE SOUTIIEIiN DEPARTMENT

iniOUE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Ni:%vP()in", Jiuuiary lOtli, 1879.

To the Ixliode hhind IIi)storical Society:

During the past year .something has been aceouiplislied in the Southern

District in the way of historical research. A lew earnest workers have

applied themselves with their customary zeal, and the fruits of their labor

encourage tlie hope that the work ready to their hands may yet be accom-

plislicd. Additions have been made to the collections of tiie Newport

Historical Societ}', and its Librarian and Cabinet Keeper has classified and

properly arranged all its papers and documents.

A field full of promise, but one worked only to a liniited extent in Rhode

Island, is that of biography, and I cannot but think that a little exertion

in this direction would be attended with the most gratifying results. If

ten or twelve or more persons would engage to prepare at least one bio-

graphical sketch in the course of a twelve-month, we should probably find

at the end of the year that material enough had been collected to form a

volume; and if this step were followed up. year by year, it would soon

give us a valuable library of our own publications. Those engaged in the

research would naturally assist each other, for one could hardly fail, in

delving for material of this kind, to bring to tlie surface facts and inci-

dents of value to tliose who were associated with him in his labors.

.Much might be written of many men whose names are associated with the

liistory of Khode Island, but of whom little has been said, and it becomes

us to gather up and preserve some record of their lives.

The accompanying volume of " Newport and its Cottages" I would

most respectfully ask tiie Historical Societ}' to accept and place in its col-

lections.

GEOKGE C. MASON,

rrocurator for XcfporC.



REPORT OF THE NORTHERN DEPARTMENT

RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETAL

In review of the fifty-seven j^ears of the Society's existence, we recog-

nize constant progress. No year of the entire period has passed in which

evidence has not been recorded of earnest worlv Ijy a faitlifui few. The

little company assembled in the othce of the late Judge Staples, April

19th, 1822, was preeminently a band of hope,— hope that, had they lived

to this day, would have been more tlian realized. The faithfulness and

unwearied industry of its officers from the beginning have won for our

Society the compliment of being "one of the most active of the histori-

cal societies in tlie United States."

The year just closed has been one of unrivalled success in the accumu-

lations of the Society. The whole number of contributions to its collec-

tions is 5,858, comprising- books, pamphlets, manuscripts, engravings,

photographs, broadsides, handbills, maps, newspapers, business cards,

programmes, relics, etc.

Of the foregoing list, 2,000 pamphlets, a number of bound volumes, 1,350

specimens of war envelopes, and numerous other articles, were received

from Mr. Henry T. Beckwith. His munificent donation, l)esides adding

several desirable works to the library, has enabled me to perfect some of

our serials and to supply numerous deficiencies in several departments of

" fugitive literatui-e."

Large and valuable contributions have been received from Hon..John R.

Bartlett, Dr. Charles W. Parsons, Samuel Foster, Esq., Dr. Samuel A.

Green, the Boston Public Library, the Librarian, and others.
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From AlfXiuider Dimcaii, Es(|., of Kiiossiiiiitoii Gr;ui;,'c, Oiikliaiii, Rut-

land, Kiiiilaiul, formerly of this city, has been received a fac-simile of an

eni^raviiig of the inscriptiou and the arms over the tomb of the Washing-

ton family at Solgi-ave, Northami)tonshire The inscription is as follows :

"HERE LIES INTERRED Y'- BODIES OF ELIZAB.

WASHINGTON. WIDDOWE. WHO CHANGED THIS

LIFE FOR IMMORTALLrilE Y'- 19TH OF MARCH
1622. AS ALSO Y>-^ BODY OF ROBERT WASHINGTON
GENT. HER LATE HVSBAND SECOND SONNE OF

ROBERT WASHINGTON OF SOLGRAVE IN THE
COVNTY OF NORTH. ESQ^*: WHO DEP'TED THIS

LIFE Y'- loTH OF MARCH, 1622: AFTER THEY

LIVED LOVINGLY TOGETHER "

[Close of tlie sentence obliterated.]

This memento of the long past derives an increased valne from bearing

the name of a family from which our own venerated Washington believed

himself to have been descended. Mr. Duncan has also presented to our

Society a rare and valuable full length engraved portrait of General George

Washington. From tlie legend it i)ears, it appears that it was " engraved by

V. Green, Mezzotinto Engraver to her Majesty and the Elector Palatine,

"

from a portrait " painted by J. Trumbull, Esq., 1780," in possession of M.

DeNeufville, of Amsterdam, and "published by Appointment of M. De-

Neufville, .January 1.1th, 1781, by V. Green, No. 29 Newman street, Oxford

street, London."

John DeNeufville and Son were a banking firm in Amsterdam, and had

important business transactions with the United Colonics during the War

of the Revolution. Colonel Trumbull, who for a time had been a member

of Washington's military family, having decided on artist life, went from

this country to London to perfect himself by study under his countryman

West. There he formed an acquaintance with the younger DeNeufville,

which ripened into a warm friendship. Having been arrested and thrown

into ]>rison, on suspicion of being a spy, from which he was released

through the eflbrts of West, IJurke and others, sustained by the approba-

tion of the King, he deemed it prudent to leave England and go to Ams-
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terdaiii, Avhero he accepted an invitation to make his home with tlie Dc-

Nenfvilles, a family of which he speaks in liis letters to his father in

terms of high respect.

It is probable that while in London the yonniicr PeNeufville became

fiimiliar with Colonel Trumbnll's skill as an artist, and engaged him, in

Amsterdam, to paint the portrait of which this engraving is a copy. It

must have been executed from memory, and represents Washington as

younger than he appears in any other portrait I have seen. It is worthy

of note that while in his personal memoirs he speaks freely of several

other portraits of Washington he painted, he makes no mention of this.

Of Green, the engraver, I have learned nothing in addition to the state-

ment in the legend already quoted. That he was a good artist his work

shows.

In the prosecution of his art. Colonel Trumbull led an industrious life.

Besides eight subjects of the American Revolution, among them the

battle of Bunker Hill, the surrender of Burgoyue at Saratoga and of

Cornwallis at Yorktown, the portraits of the officers introduced into the

latter being painted from life,— the French officers giving sittings in

Paris,— he painted from life "near two hundred and fifty portraits of per-

sons distinguished in that important period." He painted a full length

portrait of Washington for the corporation of New York, and another for

the city of Charleston, S. C, but the one he valued as his best is now in

the " Trumbull Gallery " at New Ilaveu.

Gordon W. Burnham, Esq., of New York, has presented tlie Society

with a handsomely bound volume, printed in large quarto form, embracing

an Address, and an account of the Proceedings at the Inauguration of the

Statue of Webster in that city, July 4th, 1876. It is a beautiful specimen

of typography, and in every respect a desirable memento of that interest-

ing occasion.

From George C. Mason, Esq., of Newport, has come a copy, in large quarto

form, of his admirable work entitled " Newport and its Cottages." It is a

splendid specimen of typography and its descriptions and illustrations are

alike creditable to the literary ability and artistic skill of Mr. Mason. One

hundred copies only were printed, nearly all of which were taken by summer

residents of the city. Of three copies reserved by Mr. Mason the follow-

ing disposition has been made : one to the Lenox Library in New York

;

one to the Redwood Library in Newport; and, as just mentioned, one to

the Library of our Society,— a compliment that is in the highest sense

appreciated.
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From the estate of tlie late Mrs. Mary A. Sheldon, of this city, has been

received, through Mr. James II. Mumford, Jr., 2d. Executor, a handsome

upright clock, once so common in well-to-do families, but now becoming

rare articles of virtu. The clock was manufactured by Mrs. Sheldon's

father, the late Daniel Sheldon, a highly respected citizen of Providence,

and is a creditable specimen of his skill in a department of mechanic art

to which he was not bred. It was devised to this Society by Mrs. Sheldon

out of respect to her father's memory, and from the fact of his having

been a niemljer of our Society. If we learn by its presence to note the

passage of time, and to accept the lessons it teaches, the gift will take on

a practical form not to be regretted.

To the West Meriden, Conn., Plated Ware Company we are indebted for

a folio price catalogue, finely printed and illustrated, showing the progress

of testhetic taste in this departmcutof the mechanic arts.

Governor Ilartrauft, of Pennsylvania, has made an acceptable addition

to our documentary histories, by the gift of Volumes V., VI., and VII.,

of the Penns3lvania Archives, works of great value, and not easily

obtained.

From General Horatio Rogers has been received his history of " Private

Libraries in Provitlence, with a preliminary Es.say on the Love of Books,"

a work not excelled for l)eauty of typography, and well calculated by its

scholarly thouglit and style to awaken in the reader the love of which the

author so lucidly treats.

Kev. Frederic Denison has performed a good service in the line of local

history, l)y the publication of " Westerly and its Witnesses." This history

shows careful research, and is a valuable contribution to an important

department of Khode Island literature. The same may be said of Mr.

William A. Mowry's "Descendants of Nathaniel Mowry of Hhode Island,"

'• Memoir of Kichard Mowry, of Uxbridge, Mass.," and "A Family History

of Kichard Mowry, his Ancestors and his Descendants." 15y the courtesy

of both authors, these volumes have been placed in our library.

CONTUIHUTOUS.

Apart from additions obtained by exchange of duplicate publications for

equivalents, contributions have been received from the following societies

and indiviiUials :

Maine Historical Society, American Antiquarian Society,

Massachusetts Historical Society, Essex Institute,

8
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N. E. Historical aud Genealogical

Register,

Worcester Society of Antiquity,

Massacliusetts State Library,

Boston Public Library,

State of Massachusetts,

New Hampshire Historical Society,

Vermont Historical Society,

Vermont State Library',

Connecticut Historical Society,

New Haven Historical Society,

Yale College Lilirary,

New Yorlv Historical Society,

New Yoric American News Co.,

New York Mercantile Library,

New York State Library,

Long Island Historical Society,

New Jersey Historical Society,

Orange (N. J.) New England So-

ciety,

Pennsylvania Historical Society,

American Philosophical Society,

Philadelphia Library,

Delaware Historical Society,

Congressional Library, Washing-

ton,

Department of State, Washington,

Department of Pingineers, Wash-

ington,

Department of the Interior, Wash-

ington,

Department of the Treasury, Wash-

ington,

Bureau of Education, Washington,

Smithsonian Institution, Washing-

ton,

Oliio Historical Society,

Cleveland Historical Society,

Wisconsin Historical Society,

Iowa Historical Society,

Minnesota Historical Society,

Minnesota Academy of Natural

Sciences,

Chicago Historical Society,

Maryland Historical Society,

Montana Historical Society,

Virginia Historical Society,

Southern Historical Society,

Georgia Historical Society,

South Carolina Historical Society,

Library Amherst College, Mass.,

Massachusetts Railroad Commis-

sioners,

Plated .Ware Co., West Meriden,

Conn.,

Royal University, Christiania, Nor-

way,

Royal Society Northern Antiqua-

ries, Copenhagen, Denmark,

Royal Historical Society, London,

Royal Society Arts and Sciences,

Lisbon, Portugal,

Haliftix Historical Society,

Ethnologique Institution, Paris,

State of Rhode Island,

Rhode Island State Board of Char-

ities,

Rhode Island Medical Society,

Corliss Engine Co., Providence,

Rhode Island Hospital, •'

Hon. John R. Bartlett, "

Richmond P. Everett, "

A. V. Jenks,

Rt. Rev. Thos. M.Clark, "

Rev. Edwin M. Stone, "

John S. Ormsbee, "

James P. Walker, "

Miss Fenner, "
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lion. Josliiia M. Atldcnian, Provi-

dcnce,

Hon. Amos I'erry, Providence,

Geoijire W. Davis, "

Sidney S. Rider, "

Jolin A. Ilowland, "

George T. Paine, "

Asa M. Gammell, "

Mrs. Crawford Allen, "

Gen. Horatio Rogers, "

Charles W. Parsons, M. D., Provi-

dence,

W. T. Xicliolsou, Providence,

Henry T. Beckwith, "

Fred. E. Ray,

William A. Mowry, "

Gen. James Sliaw, Jr., "

Rev. Saiiuiel H.Webb, "

Rev. Thomas Laurie, I). T>., Provi-

dence,

Rev. Frederic Denison, Providence,

George F. P. Lawton, "

James E. Cranston, "

J. A, & R. A. Reid, "

Samuel Foster, "

Joseph E. C. Farnham, "

Reuben A. Guild, LL. D., "

J. V. C. Joslin,

James H. Mumford, .Jr. 2d, "

Veteran Association. "

Hon. Samuel G. Arnold, Middle-

town, R. I.,

George N. Bliss, Esq., East Provi-

dence,

George C. Mason, Esq., Newport,

William Brinton Gi'eene, "

William J. Miller, Esq., Bristol,

K. I.,

Rev. I. S. Griswold, Hopkinton,

R. I.,

Hon. Elisha R. Potter, Kingston,

R. I.,

Rev. E. A. :Main, Ashaway, R. T.,

Isaac F. Cady, Barrington, R. I.,

Hon. Nathan T. Verry, Woon-

socket, R. I.,

Sam W. Clarke. Warwick. R. I.,

Dr. Greene, East Greenwich, R. I.,

Hon. Marshal P. Wilder, Boston,

Mass.,

Samuel A. Green, M. I)., Boston,

.Mass.,

Hon. Richard Frothingham, Bos-

ton, Mass.,

D. H. Whitney, Boston, Mass.,

Charles F. Folsom, M. D., Boston,

Mass.,

Alexander Williams, Boston, Mass.,

Frederic Kidder, Boston, Mass.,

Hon. Alfred Turner, Boston, Mass.,

A. M. Knapp, " "

Dr. Thomas M. Brewer, Boston,

IMass.,

Otis Clapp, Boston, Alass.,

Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Boston,

Mass.,

Phineas Bates, Jr., Esq , Boston,

Mass.,

Houghton & Co., Boston, Mass.,

C. Alice Baker, Cambridge, Mass.,

Hon. Charles Deane, Cambridge,

Mass.,

Rev. Elmer M. Capen, D. D., Som-

erville, Mass.,

Dr. George P. Farrington, Salem,

Mass ,
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Samuel Briggs, Cleveland, Ohio,

Edward F. DeLancey, New York,

J. Austin Stevens, " "

H. H. Morgan, St. Louis,

Gen. A. A. Humplirej's, Washing-

ton, J). C,

Benjamin Perlej^ Poore, Esq.,

"Washington, D. C.,

William Ilolden, Marietta, Ohio,

J. A. Farwell, Chicago, 111
,

Lipplucott & Co., Philadelphia,

J. W. Bouton, New York,

Rev. Arthur C. Stilson, Iowa,

R. A. Brock, Esq., Richmond, Va.,

Joel Munscll, Albany, N. Y.,

Col. Charles C.Jones, Jr., Augusta,

Ga.,

Howard F. Hill, Concord, N. H.,

Samuel AV. Peunypecker, Philadel-

phia,

Julia Delafield, New York,

Col. John Ward, "

P. Cudinoro, Le Seuer, Minn.,

J. Fletcher Williams, St. Paul,

Minn.,

Rev. T. S. Drowue, T). D., Brook-

lyn, N. Y.,

Henry T. Drowne, New York,

Governor Hartranft, Harrisburg,

Pa.,

James B. Angell, LL. D., Ann Ar-

bor, Mich.,

Rev. George Morgan Hills, D. D.,

Burlington, N. J.,

Gordon W. Burnham, Esq., New

York,

Franklin A. Dexter, Esq., New

Haven, Ct.,

Rev. Samuel Osgood, D. D., New

York,

B. F. Stevens, London,

Mous. Beijers, Utrecht,

Gen. Heussein Tevlik, Constanti-

nople,

Hon. John Eaton, Wasliington,

Hon. Henry B. Anthony, Washing-

ton,

Hon. A. E. Burnside, Washington,

Hon. Benjamin T. Fames, Wash-

ington,

C. E. Dufosse, Paris,

Alexander Duncan, Esq., England,

Anonymous,

Editors of Tuftonian, Somerville,

Mass.,

Isaac Smucker, Esq., Newark, O.,

RELATIONS WITH OTHER SOCIETIES.—DEFICIENCIES.

The various historical societies, both home and foreign, with which we

are in correspondence, continue the cordial relations of previous years,

and their publications are sent to us with regularity. Of the great value

of the volumes issued by the societies here referred to, and that have a

place on our shelves, it is hardly necessary to speak. To the genealogist

and historian they are mines of rich materials for their respective pur-

poses; but while we possess many important works of history, genealogy,

and biography, there are numerous deficiencies in each class that should
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l)c supplied, as far as possible, at an early day. It is to be borne in mind

that our Society has no Anul appropriated to the purchase of books, and

that authors, as a rule, do not feel able to make donations; hence, many

books we ouirht to have, fail to find a place in our library. Could a mod-

erate sum be annually appropriated for the purchase of works of the three

classes here spoken of, that cannot otherwise be obtained, the deficiencies

I have named would gradually be met, and the usefulness of our library

proportionately increased.

PAPERS UKAI).

The Committee on Lectures and Reading of Papers have shown the

activity of preceding years and secured the reading of thirteen interesting

and instructive papers before large and appreciative audiences. They

were as follows

:

1878.

January 22. Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark, " The Incas of Peru."

February 5. Geu. Heussein Tevfik, of Constantinople, " Some Facts on

Mohammedanism."

February 19. Dr. Henry E. Turner, "William Coddlngton."

March 5. Hon. Abraham Paine, " The Dorr War."

March 1!). Dr. C. W. Parsons, "Harvey, the Discoverer of the Circu-

lation of the Blood."

April l(i. Dr. David King, "Sketches of Early History of Newport."

April 39. Prof. Asa Bird Gardner, LL. D., "Rhode Island in the War
for Freedom, and her Society of Cincinnati."

November 5. Hon. Thomas C. Amory, "Some Remarkable Houses in

Massachusetts and Rhode Island."

November 19. George C. Mason, Esq., " Gilbert Stuart."

December 3. Hon. John R. Bartlett, " The Aryan Race, its Languages,

Literature and Migrations.

December 17. Henry C. Dorr, Esq., " The Plantations in their Relations

with the Indians."

December 31. Prof. Carl W. Ernst, " The Anglo-Afghan War.''

1879.

January G. George C. Mason, Esq., " Newport and its Cottages."

KKUEF.

The Committee on the Building and Grounds were prompt to afford the
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relief requested in my last animal report, and made uecessarj^ bj' the

crowded condition of our shelves; but the constant accumulation of con-

tributions will soon compel a call for further accommodations. Addi-

tional racks for bound volumes of newspapers are now much needed, as is

a suitable case for the bound volumes of our manuscripts, in which their

titles can be at once brought to view, and from which they can be conven-

iently taken for inspection. At present it often occurs that six volumes

have to be removed before the one at the bottom of the pile can be made

available.

WORK IX THE HOOMS.

Since early in the year, under an arrangement in charge of a Special

Committee, the rooms have been kept open daily, and Mrs. S. P. Gushing

employed in classifying and cataloguing the Society's collections. The

Librarian's correspondence in the interests of the Society has been more

extensive than in any former year, and his personal solicitations of con-

tributions for its Library have been attended with gratifying success. In

this department of his work he respectfully solicits the cooperation of

each member of the Society, while of outside ftunilies he begs permission

to examine what they may call " worthless rubbish," in the shape of news-

papers, old books, pamphlets and manuscripts of all sorts, stored away in

their attics or closets, before it is consigned to the flames or to the ser-

vice of the paper manufacturer. How much invaluable material for his-

tory has taken one or the other of these directions within the past twenty

years can be realized only by the few who have sought to save it from the

destiny of the pulp vat.

A CENTENNIAL.

The centennial commemoration of the Battle of Rhode Island, 1778,

took place under the auspices of the Veteran Corps of the Providence

Light Infantry, on the battle-ground, August 29th last. It was partici-

pated in by the Newport Artillery, the Putnam Phalanx of Connecticut,

many members of the Historical Society, and a large concourse of citizens

from difl'erent parts of the State. Ex-Lieut. Governor Arnold, President

of our Society, delivered a spirited and patriotic address. Speeches were

made by Governor Van Zandt, Sheriff Manchester, and others. A clam-

bake made a part of the programme for the occasion, alid was partaken of

under a mammoth tent, in which the forensic exercises took place, by a

large number of lovers of this old Rhode Island institution. The day was
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fine, and no .serious aecident occurred lo mar the enjoyment of llie festivi-

ties. From tlie present jear to 1890 ceuteunial anniversaries of events in

wiiieli Kliode Island was represented will occur, worthy the attention of

this Society.

OUDEHS OK THK COl'XCIL OT WAlt.

In connection witli tiie foregoin*:;, the foUowiui,' " Orders of the Council

of War," passed by that body between November 11 and December 22,

1778, will be read with interest, as specimens of the subjects considered

and acted upon by the Council at their meetings. The names and facts

therein giveii may l)e serviceable to persons seeking to learn something of

their ancestors not found elsewhere.

During this period the Council consisted of Ilis Excellency Governor

William Greene, Jr., Ilis Honor Deputy-Governor .Jabcz Bowen, Ezek Hop-

kins, John Jenckes, Joshua Babcock, Job Comstock, Josiah Humphry,

and Jonathan Hazard, Esquires ; William Coddingtou, Esquire, Clerk of

tlie Council.

"November 11, 1778.

"The Honorable Major-General Sullivan having represented to this

Council that the Guard-ship by him appointed for the defence of the State,

and now lying off Pield's Point, is demanded by the owners; that he
thinks some vessel necessary for the security of the river; and that he is

of opinion the galley lately captured by Major Talbot will be a proper ves-

sel for that purpose; and thereupon desired the advice of this Council,
whether it will be proper to purchase the said galley, which now lies in

Stonington, and have her brought into this State for the purpose aforesaid :

Which being duly considered, It is Resolved, That it be and hereby is rec-

ommended to IVLijor-General Sullivan to purchase the aforesaid galley, or
any other vessel that he shall think most suitable, for the above meu-
tioned purpose.

" It is Jiesolved, At the request of General Sullivan, that a Committee
be appointed to advise with him, in the recess of this Council, concerning
what inhabitants coming from Newport sliall be admitted, and who shall

be sent back : And that His Honor the Deputy-Governor, John Jenckes,
Esq., and E/,ek Hopkins, Esq., be the said Committee.

"November 30, 1778.

"/< is Resolved, That Col. Ephraiin Bowen, Deputy Quartermaster Gen-
eral for this Department, be and he is hereby permitted to dispose of a
number of horses belonging to the United States, at public vendue.

" It is Resolved, That the Clerk write to John Smith, Esq., and request
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him to appear before this Council and give information respecting' a par-

cel of shoes, belonging to Col Little's regiment, of Massachusetts Bay,

which, it is said, were left in his hands by Daniel Cahoou, Esq.

" December 1, 1778.

"Whereas, Daniel Cahoon, Esq., delivered to John Smith, Esq., one

of the Committee of Safety, in February last, thirty pair of shoes, which

belonged to Col. Little's regiment, of the Massachusetts Bay, for the use

of the troops raised by this State : It is therefore BesoJved, That John

Reynolds, Esq., Agent-Clothier in this State, deliver the same number of

shoes to Col. Wade, for his regiment, belonging also to the aforesaid

State of Massachusetts Bay.

" It is Resolved, That Mr. Joshua Pierce be and he is hereby empowered

to draw one hundred and tifty pounds, lawful money, out of the General

Treasury, as one of the Committee for supplying the families of the sol-

diers in North Kingstown.

" Col. John Matthewson having exhibited unto this Council an Abstract

for the Bounty due to his regiment, for the late expedition to Rhode

Island : And the said Abstract having been examined by the Auditor of

Accounts, who hath reported the same to be right, It is therefore Resolved,

That two thousand two hundred and seventy-six pounds seventeen shil-

lings, lawful money, being the amount of the said Abstract, be paid to the

said John Matthewson, out of the General Treasury, to discharge the said

Abstract.

" Mr. William Burton having exhibited unto this Council an Account

by him charged against the State, for thirty-six pair of yarn stockings,

delivered by him to the Agent-Clothier, being the proportion assigned to

the town of Warren : And the said Account having been duly examined.

It is Resolved, That the same be allowed; and that forty-flve pounds, law-

ful money, being the amount thereof, be paid the said William Burton, out

of the General Treasury.

" It is Resolved, That twelve pounds, lawful money, be paid to Sergeant

Nathan Borden, out of the General Treasury, to discharge the bounties

due to the Guard doing duty at Warren.

" It is Resolved, That flfty-nine pounds four shillings and fourpence,

lawful money, be allowed, and paid out of the General Treasury, to Rich-

ard Smith, Esq., for forty-seven pair of stockings, delivered by him to

the Agent-Clothier, being the proportion assigned to the town of Bristol.

" It is Resolved, That ninety pounds nineteen shillings, lawful money,

be allowed, and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. John Carter for

printing the Proceedings of the General Assembly, in December, 1777,

and divers other Acts of the General Assembly, and Orders of this Coun-

cil, &c.
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" /< is liesnlrrd, Tliat forty-four i)ouii(l.s ami ninopciu-i', lawful money,
be allowed, and paid out of the General Treasury, to Major John Arnold,

for makinir cartridges for the use of tlie troops, in January, May and Sep-

tember, 1777.

" // is lirsohcd, That two pounds two sliillinj^s, hiwfnl monej', be

allowed, and paid out of the General Treasury, to Gideon Muuiford, Esq.,

for two pair of yarn stockings, for the soldiers, &c.

" /< is /{('solved. That Mr. Abel Bennet be empowered to draw sixty

pounds, lawfid money, out of the General Treasury, to supply the families

of the Continental soldiers in the town of Coventry.

'• In addition to, and for the better executing, the Act of the General

Assembly, passed at the session held in October last, for the relief of poor
persons who have left Newport, ll is Besolved, That Mr. William Minturu,
late an inhal)itant of Newport, now residing at Nantucket, and Mr. Ben-
jamin Church, also late an inhabitant of Newport, now residing in Provi-

dence, be added to the Committee appointed in the said Act to solicit and
receive donations : And that any two of the said Committee, with Mr.
Peleg Clarke, the Chairman, be a quorum.

" December 2, 1778.

" 7i! is Resolved, That eighteen shillings, lawful money, be allowed and
paid out of the General Treasury, to Christopher Sheldon, as one of the

Town Council of Providence, for a blanket delivered one of the militia

upon duty, in January last.

" li is Besoivcd, That one hundred and twenty-four pounds nine shil-

lings and fourpence, lawful money, be allowed, and paid out of the Gen-
eral Treasury, to Capt. Alexander Thomas, to discharge the bounties due
to his company, being part of Col Cooke's regiment, for doing duty at

Tiverton, from November 10, 1777, to February 6, 1778.

" It is Resolved, That ninety-two pounds, lawful money, be allowed and
paid out of the General Treasury, to Captain Daniel Vanghan, to discharge
the bounties due to his company, for doing duty in the lower Fort at IIow-
land's Ferry, from the i>4tli of December, 1777, to the 24th of March fol-

lowing.

" It is Resolved, That forty-four pounds sixteen shillings, lawful money,
be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Captain Ephraim Sim-
mons, to discharge the bounties due to the third division of his company,
being part of Colonel Cooke's regiment, for doing duty as guanls at Little

Compton, from November !t, to December G, 1778.

" R ts Resolved. That Caleb Harris, Esq., overseer of the powder mill,

be empowered to draw three hundred pounds, lawful money, out of the

General Treasury, to pay the workmen at the said mill.

9
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" It is Besolyed, That one hundred and thirty-six pounds sixteen shil-

lings and fourpence, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General

Treasury, to William Turner Miller, Esq., in full of his account for sup-

plying the fomilies of the officers and soldiers in Warren to the 23d of

November last.

"It is Besolvcd, That William Turner Miller, Esq., be empowered to

draw one hundred pounds, lawful money, out of the General Treasury, to

supply the families of the officers and soldiers iu Warren.

" It is Besolved, That ten pounds, lawful money, be allowed and paid

out of the General Treasury, to Edward Bennet, a soldier in the late Col-

onel Hitchcock's regiment, who lost an arm in the service, in full for his

half pay for ten mouths past to this day.

"It is Besolved, That ninety pounds fourteen shillings and fourpence,

lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Henry
Tanner, for seventy-two pair of stockings, by him delivered to the Agent-

Clothier, being the proportion of the town of West Greenwich.

" December 3, 1778.

" It is Bcsolved, That fifty-four pounds, lawful money, be allowed and

paid out of the General Treasury, to Mrs. Hope Hawkins, for boarding

two Frenchmen, employed iu superintending and repairing the powder
mill.

" It is Resolved, That three hundred and sixty pounds, lawful money, be

allowed and paid out of the general treasury, to Messrs. Peter and Benja-

min Mumford, for riding post to and from Exeter, in New Hampshire, the

last four months and a half, including their extraordinary expenses.

" It is Resolved, That forty-eight pounds nine shillings, lawful money,

be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Benjamin Tilliughast,

Esq., for the use of the town of West Greenwich, for pi'ovisions supplied

by the Town Council to their militia going upon the intended expedition

to Rhode Island, in October, 1777.

" It is Resolved, That Edward Perry, his three sons, and John Friend,

who were captured in a fishing-boat belonging to Newport, be permitted

to return there to their families, under the direction of the honorable

Major-General Sullivan.

" It appearing to this Council by a certificate from Captain Coggeshall

Gluey, that sixteen pounds, bounty money, was due to Zephaniah Wood-
ward, a soldier in his company, in the late Colonel Hitchcock's regiment,

who was iu the battle of Trenton, and hath not since been heard of: It

is therefore Resolved, That the said sum of sixteen pounds, lawful money,

be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to the widow of the said

Zephaniah Woodward.
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"It is Roxnlved, That the Coininittee appointed to appraise Negroes en-

listiiii; into Colonel Greene's re,!i:inient, apprai.se a Ne.uro man l)elon;iing to

Mrs. Lydiu Latham, of Groton, who hath enlisted into the said regiment,

and give a eertiHeate of their appraisement to John Updike, Esq., who is

liereliy empowered to draw tin; money he shall be appraised at, for the

said Lydia Latham, npon his giving security to refund the same, in case

it shall hereafter appear that the said Negro was not a slave at the time of

his enlistment.

" Ilis licsohrd, That Mr. ThomasCotterell hi' empowered to draw one

hundred and fifty pounds, lawful money, out of the General Treasury, to

supply the families of the oflicers and soldiers in the town of Hopkinton

with articles at the stated prices.

" J( is Hcsolveil, That twenty-nine pounds two shillings and scvenpence

halfpenny, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury,

to Thomas Tillinghast, Esq., for his time, horse-hire and expenses, as one

of the Committee appointed to appraise slaves enlisting into the Continen-

tal service.

^' Jl is Hesolved., That nineteen pounds twelve shillings, lawful money,

be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Captain George Sim-

mons, for boarding and nursing eight sick soldiers belonging to Colonel

Hawe's regiment, of Massachusetts Bay, in October, 1777.

"His liesolved. That Mr. John Arnold be empowered to draw one hun-

dred pounds, lawful money, out of the General Treasury, to supply the

families of the officers and soldiers in Warwick.

" December 4, 1778.

"It is liesolved. That Mr. John Waite be empowered to draw one hun-

dred and fifty pounds, lawful money, out of the General Treasury, to sup-

ply the families of the oflicers and soldiers in South Kingstown, with

articles at the stated prices.

"It is liesolved, That one hundred and twenty pounds eighteen shillings

and threepence, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General

Treasury, to Mr. Michael Dawley, for ninety-si.x pair of stockings deliv-

ered by him to the Agent-Clothier, being the proportion of the town of

Exeter.

" Itis Resolved, That one hundred and thirty-six pounds one shilling and

sevenpence, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury,

to Mr. Daniel Bliven, for one hundred and eight pair of stockings deliv-

ered by him to the Agent-Clothier, being the proportion of the town of

Westerly.

" It is Resolved, That three pounds, lawful money, be allowed and paid

out of the General Treasury, to Mrs. Abigail Durfee, for a large chest
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taken from her in December, 177G, to put cartridges in for tlie nse of the

troops at Tiverton.

'^ It is Resolved, Tliat four pounds sixteen shillings, lawful money, be

allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Colonel Nathan Miller,

for boarding Walter Burdick, who was wounded by the enemy when they

landed at Warwick, in May last.

" It is Resolved, That forty-eight pounds thirteen shillings, lawful

money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. Jonathan

Macumber, for nursing Walter Burdick, mentioned in the preceding re-

solve.

" It is Resolved, That one hundred and fourteen pounds nineteen shillings

and tenpence, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treas-

ury, to Mr. James Arnold, Town Treasurer of Providence; it being the

amount of the supplies afforded by that town to several poor persons who
came from Newport.

" It is Resolved, That twenty pounds, thirteen shillings and ninepence,

lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the Genei'al Treasury, to Peleg

Cross, Esq., for provisions, by him delivered to the militia of Charles-

town, when ordered to march upon the late expedition to Rhode Island.

" December 5, 1778.

" It is Resolved, That tweuty-two pounds twelve shillings, lawful money,

be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Richard Eddy, Esq.,

for boarding two Frenchmen, wlio superintended the repairing of the

powder mill.

"It appearing to this Council, that a horse taken by the State from the

farm lately improved by Charles Slocum, now in possession of Brigadier-

General Cornell, is the property of Mr. Jacob Barney, Jr., of Newport:

It is therefore Resolved, That the said horse be delivered to Mr. John

Earle, who is empowered to receive him in behalf of the said Jacob Bar-

ney, Jr.

" II is Resolved, That John Northup, Esq., deliver to Brigadier-General

Cornell, or to his order, all the shoes and leather in his care, belonging to

the State, for the use of the non-commissioned officers and privates, in the

regiments under the command of the Colonels Elliot, Crary and Topham

;

and that General Cornell account for the same to this Council.

"Mr. Samuel Yeates having applied to this Council for payment for a

quantity of flour, which was taken in the year 1777, for the nse of the

army; and it appearing that the said Samuel Yeates and James Cahoone,

merchants in company, were the owners of one-flfth pai't of the said flour,

being flve hundred and thirteen barrels in the whole : It is therefore Re-

solved, That it be recommended to Peter Phillips, Esq., who was, at the



KF.rOUT OF NORTIIKi;X DF.PAKTMF.NT. 09

time of takiiiii tlic same, l^eptity Coiiunis.sary General of this dcpartinent,

to paj- the anioiiiit of the said (iftli part of the said flour, with interest, to

tlic said SaniiU'l Yeates.

" ll is liesolved, That seventy-four pounds eiirhtecu shillin.irs and eight-

pence, hiwful money, be aHowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to

Lieutenant Anthony Ilolden, to diseiiarge the bounties due to a detach-

ment of Colonel Waterman's rei^iment, who were upon duty under his

command, from the 20th of April to the 5tli of May last.

^' It is licsokcd, Thixt seventy two pounds ei-jlitcen shillings and five-

pence, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to

•Mr. Enocli Whijiple, it beinij the balance of his account, for supplyinjr the

families of theollicers and soldiers in Gloucester with articles at the stated

prices.

" WiiKUK.vs, Major-General Sullivan hath represented unto this Council

that several of the inhabitants of this State have been detected in fraudu-

lently taking and carrying away from the redoubts, several articles of war-

like stores, and also in buying and receiving from the soldiery under his

command, powder, lead, and many articles of clothing, &c., and requested

the advice of this Council with respect to the mode of trying those

oflenders

:

'•/{ is therefore Resolved, That the said oft'enders be tried before the

Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize and General Gaol Delivery,

or before the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, which shall be next

holden within and for the county of Providence, and according to the

common and statute laws of this State.

"i^ is further Rtsolced, That a warrant be issued, and signed by the

Clerk of this Council, directed to the Sheriff of the county of Providence,

or his Deputy, commanding him to receive and keep in safe custody all

such oft'enders as aforesaid, who shall be delivered to him by Major-Geue-

ral Sullivan, and also to apprehend all such persons as shall be pointed out

to him as guilty of any of the aforementioned oft'ences ; and to make re-

turn of all such persons to the said Superior Court of Judicature, Court

of Assize and General Gaol Deliverj', or to the said Court of General Ses-

sions of the Peace, to be holden as aforesaid : And that the Clerk of the

said Court of General Sessions of the Peace be immediately furnished

with a copy of these resolves.

"December?, 1778.
'

" /(! is Resolved, That twenty-seven pounds, lawfid money, be allowed

and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. William Crapon, for freight-

ing with his vessel three loails of household furniture, &c., from Warwick

Neck to Providence; being the property of a numl)er of the iiduU)itants of

Newport, who came in a flag of truce which was wrecked at Warwick

Neck.
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" It i.i Resolved, That Aaron Man be appointed Captain, Levi Hoppen

First Lieutenant, George Potter Second Lieutenant, and John Westcot

Ensign of the company formed by Major-General Sullivan, out of the

brigades raised by this State, for twelve mouths, and called his life-guards :

That they be commissioned accordingly : And that their commissions

bear date the twenty-third of October last; being the time from which

they have exercised those offices, by order of the General.

" Decen)ber 8, 1778.

" It is Bcsolved, That Martin Seamans, Esq., be allowed, and paid out

of the General Treasury, two hundred and eighty-seven pounds four shil-

lings, lawful money, for'two hundred and twenty-eight pair of stockings,

delivered by him to the Agent-Clothier.

"It is Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested to write

to the Governor of Connecticut, requesting him to permit forage to be

brought out of that .State, for the use of the army in this department.

"It is Resolved, That Elihu Robinson, Esq., be empowered to draw

three hundred pounds, lawful money, out of the General Treasury, to sup-

ply the families of the officers aud soldiers in Providence with articles at

the stated prices.

" /i is Resolved, That Wednesday, the thirtieth of this instant, be

observed throughout this State as a day of Public Thanksgiving aud

Praise to Almighty God, agreeable to the resolve of congress of the 17th

of last month; and that His Excellency the Governor be requested to issue

a proclamation accordingly.

" December 9, 1778.

" It is Resolved, That nine pounds, lawful money, be allowed and paid

out of the General Treasury, to Mr. Joseph Stone, for provisions and

forage, he supplied a party of twenty-eight men, belonging to General

Cornell's brigade, on their march from Westerly to Tiverton.

''It is Resolved, That the Sherifl' of the county of Providence supply

John Northup, Esq., with two panes of glass, twelve by sixteen, upon his

paying for the same.

" It appearing to this Council that George Young did duty as a soldier

fifteen days, in Captain Charles Keene's company, in Colonel Bowen's regi-

ment, in August, 1777, for which he hath not been paid, his name having

been accidentally omitted in the pay abstract : It is therefore Resolved,

That thirty shillings, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the Gen-

eral Treasury, to the said Charles Keeue, to pay the said wages.

''It is Resolved, That two pounds eight shillings, lawful money, be

allowed aud paid out of the General Treasury to Captain Charles Keene,
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for cash by liim paid for niciuliiiii miiis for liis company, and for camp

C(ini|)a,iic for tlic same, upon the intended expedition to Rliode Island, in

Octoijcr, 1777.

" It is Rcfiolved, That twenty nine pounds fifteen shillings, lawful

money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. John

Beverly, as keeper of the Gaol in the county of Providence, for the main-

tenance of John Smith and Henry Collard, two prisoners of war confined

there.

"7< is Resolved, That the Colonels of the several regiments of militia in

this State, who were upon the late expedition to Rhode Island, stop tlie

reasonable expenses of bringing in the delinquents of their respective

regiments, out of the wages of such delinquents, and pay the same to the

persons cmi)loycd in l)ringing them in.

"Mr. Kaiulall Briggs, a Deputy-Sheriff for the county of Providence,

having represented to this council that lie attached a lot of land with a

dwelling-house thereon standing, as the estate of Zorobabel Westcot, at

the suit of the State, and advertised the same to be sold as the law directs
;

and that at the time assigned for the sale thereof he was called to go upon
the late expedition to Rhode Island, by which means the sale fell through :

It is thertfore Resolved, That the said Randall Briggs again advertise the

sale of the said estate, and proceed to take all the steps of the law in sell-

ing the same as if the business were just begun, and that such his pro-

ceedings shall be deemed good and valid in the law to all intents and pur-

poses whatsoever.

" R is Resolved, That nine pounds four shillings, lawful monej-, be

allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to William Coddington,

Esq., for six days' attendance as Clerk of this Council, and for other ser-

vices.

'^ It is Resolved, That three pounds, twelve shillings, lawful money, be

allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. Daniel Branch, for

attentling upon this Council tliree days as a waiter.

" The Deputy Quartermaster General in this department having repre-

sented to this Council the great difficulty of supplying the army in Provi-

dence with a sufficient quantity of wood, and requested this Council to

make provision for supplying the same with a certain quantity weekly : It

is thertfure Resolved, That the President or some other member of each of

the Town Councils in the county of Providence appear before this Council

in the Council Chamber, on Tuesday the twenty-second instant, at ten

o'clock in the forenoon, to make an appointment of wood, for the purpose
aforesaid: And that the Clerk make out the necessary copies of this

resolve, and deliver them to tlie Deputy Quartermaster General, to be for-

warded as soon as may be.
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"December 21, 1778.

" It is Resolved, That seventeen pounds one shilling and ninepence, law-

ful nionej', be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. Isaac

Tuckermau, for cleaning and repairing tifty-four small arms, belonging to

the State.

" December 22, 1778.

" It is Resolved, That Mr. Edward Smith be empowered to draw one

hundred and fifty pounds, lawful money, out of the General Treasury, to

supply the ftimiiies of the officers and soldiers iu North Providence with

articles at the stated prices.

"7i is Resolved, That one hundred and five pounds sixteen shillings and

eightpence, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treas-

ury, to Mr. Allen Mathewson, for eighty-four pair of stockings, delivered

by him to the Agent-Clothier, being the proportion for the town of Cov-

entry.

" Jt is Resolved, That seventeen pounds eleven shillings, lawful money,

be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Mr. Newby Cogge-

shall, for keeping a number of cattle and sheep which were brought from

Rhode Island in November, 177G, to prevent their falling into the hands of

the enemy.

" n is Resolved, That fourteen pounds seventeen shillings, lawful money,

be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to Caleb Harris, Esq., it

being the balance of his account for building the powder-mill belonging to

the State.

" It is Resolved, That twenty-six pounds eleven shillings and fourpence

halfpenny, lawful money, be allowed and paid out of the General Treasury,

to Colonel Charles Olney, for timber, plank and joist furnished by him, for

building the house near the powder-mill,

" Upon the application of the Deputy Quartermaster General in this

department, to supply the troops stationed at Providence and Pawtnxet

with wood, until the first of April next:

''It is Resolved, That the following quantities of wood shall be supplied

weekly by the towns hereafter named, to wit

:

" Scituate, five cords; Cranston, sixteen cords; Gloucester, four cords;

Johuston, fourteen cords ; Smithfield, thirteen cords; North Providence,

eight cords; and Cumberland, ten cords; and that the town of Warwick
supply Colonel Jackson's corps, now stationed at Pawtuxet, with ten

cords.

'^ It isfurther Resolved, That the presidents of the several Town Coun-

cils of the towns above named be required to call their I'espective Town
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Councils toirctlier, as soon as may be, in order to apportion tlic aforesaid

quantities of wood upon the inliabitants of their respective towns, which
thej' are hereby empowered and directed to do, in such manner as they

shall judge to be equitable and right; and also to assess a just proportion

on the lands of non-resident proprietors

" II is further Resolved, That if any person or persons shall have more
wood assessed upon him or them than will be a just proportion for him to

cart, the Town Council shall order any person or persons having teams, to

cart so much of the surplusage as they shall think jnst; and shall settle

the proportion the person or persons so carting the same shall receive, of

the price of the wood, when delivered.

" H isfarlher Resolved, That if any person or persons, being duly noti-

fied by the Couucil Clerk, shall refuse or neglect, for the space of ten days

after such notice, to cart or supply his or their proportion of wood, such

Couucil Clerk shall return his or their names to the Deputy Quartermaster

General for this department, who is hereby empowered to compel him or

them to do his or their proportion of the duty assigned by the Town
Council, by impressing his or their teams into the service, for so long a

time as shall be necessary to complete the said business.

" llis further Resolved, That the C^erk of this Council transmit copies of

this Act to the presidents of the several Town Councils of the towns
above named.

" It is Resolved, That seven pounds four shillings, lawful money, be

allowed and paid out of the General Treasury to the Honorable Jabez

Bowen, Esq., for cash he paid the widow Mathewson for one year's rent

of the lot whereon the house for manufacturing salt-petre for the State is

buih.

"7i! is Resolved That twelve pounds, six shillings, lawful money, be

allowed and paid out of the General Treasury, to William Uhodes, Esq.,

Sheriff' of the count}' of rrovidence, for cash he paid for a load of wood
for the State House, and for repairing the same, and the Gaol.

'^ It is Resolved, That four pounds four shillings, lawful money, be

allowed and paid out of .the General Treasury, to Mr. Daniel Branch, for

his attendance upon this Council and cleaning the Council Chamber.

" If, is Resolved, That six pounds, lawful money, be allowed and paid out

of the General Treasury, to William Coddington, Esq., for attendance

upon this Council, as Clerk, &c."

GENKKAL OHDERS.

The following Orders issued by General Sullivan, preparatory to moving

on the enemy at Newport, after taking possession of Butts' Hill, seem to

10



74 KHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

have a fitting place here. The names of Generals Greene, Hancock, Var-

nuni, Glover, Whii^plc, Tyler, Cornell, and Lafayette, as well as those of

subordinate officers therein named, stand connected in history with some

of the most important and brilliant military achievmeuts of the Revolu-

tion.

''Headquarters, August 14, 277S.

" The ai'my being under orders to march to-morrow at six o'clock, the

following order of march is to be observed, viz. : The brigades of the

first line to advance by their centre in columns of two platoons in front.

Varnum's brigade to march on in the west road, Glover's in the east, Cor-

uell's and Greene's in the centre between them, taking care to divide the

ground between the roads as near as possible by their centre. The two

brigades of the second line to advance in front. The line will advance in

two columns. Notwithstanding tlie order of march heretofore given out,
.

the two columns of the second line will preserve their proper distance

between them for displaying the two regiments of reserve, will advance

from the centre of each in columns, and preserve their proper distance for

displaying. Colonel Greene will arrange the artillery of the right wing in

the east road. General Whipple, with the New Hampshire troops, will

flank on the army in the right. General Tyler, with the Connecticut

troops, will flank the army on the left, when two flanking divisions Avill

niarcli l)y platoons iu the manner represented in the order of march, at

the distance of fifty rods from the wing of the army when formed, and

preserve that distance. Colonel Dj'erwill move his regiment to the right,

and divide it equally, and with one-half cover the right of the first, and

with the other the right of the second line. Colonel Noyes will divide his

regiment in like manner, to cover the left of the first and second lines.

General Whipple will detach from his command one hundred men to flank

the reserve on the right. General Tyler will detach one hundred men
from his command to flank the reserve on the left. These parties will

each be commanded by a field officer. The Salem volunteers will join

parts of Noyes' regiment, which cover the left of the first line. The sig-

nals for parading, wheeling and marching will be the same as in the order

of the eleventh instant. Ail signals of the drum will be taken from the

brigade on the right of the first line, and will pass from it through the

whole army. When the troop beats, it will be a signal for the army to

move up in order to display. When the drum beats to arms, the lines and

reserves with the covering parties to the first and second lines will dis-

play and form an order of battle, the flanking divisions on the right and

left will halt and wait for orders.

" Pioneers to be immediately drafted from each corps, who are to be fur-

nished from the Quartermaster with proper tools for removing obstruc-

tions in the road or field before the columns. The light corps will move
on at least a mile iu front of the army. Colonel Crane will order two
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heavy pieces of artilleiy inouiitud on field carriauct's, to move on in tlie

east road, and two more in the west road.

" Tlie coinnianders of corps will see that the arransjcments are properly

lixed to-day, that each one may know his place in the niorninu;. Colonel

Lanirdon, with his draiioons, and Colonel Slack, wilii his light horse, will

attend at heaihjuarters in the morning.

" After Orders.

" Tiiat no mistake may happen with respect to commanders of the army

notified, the right wing of the first line will be commanded by Brigadier-

General Varnum. The left wing of the first line will l)e commanded by

Brigadier-tieneral Glover. The second line will be commanded by the Hon.

Major-General Hancock. The reserve by Colonel-Commandant West.

Major-General Greene will command the right wing of the army; Major-

General the Marquis De la Fayette the left. The other particular com-

mand of c()r|)s has been pointed out in the orders of the day.

" A permit from the Director-General of the Hospital will be a sufficient

warrant for any surgeon or sick soldier to pass to the main.

"The comuuuulers of I'cgiment corps and company will supi)ly the

Quartermaster General nnlitary stores and the Commissary of Provision

with such number of men as they shall request, without orders from head-

* quarters.

" Parole — Cook.

'• C. Sigue — HoPKixs.

^'Headquarters, August 16, 7775.

"Major-General for the day to-morrow, Marquis De la Fayette. Briga-

dier Whipple. Field officers, Colonel Wade, Lieutenant-Colonel Vose, and

Major Bradish, Brigade-Major Sherburne. The whole of Noyes' regiment

to cover the left of the second line. The Boston independent companies

to join the Salem volunteers, and cover the left of the first line. General

Glover will give directions where they are to encamp. Eight hundred

fatigue men to be drafted from the second line reserve corps. General

Tyler's flanking division and Dyer's and Noyes' regiments, and to parade

in the front line on the east road precisely at six o'clock this evening. .\

covering party of one thousand men from the first line to parade at the

same time and places. The Quartermaster General will forward all the

fascines, gabions, platforms, and intrenching tools, that they may be in

front of the first line at six o'clock this evening. The Commissary of Mili-

tary Stores will forward all the ordnance to the same place and at the same
time. Ca|)tain Dorrish Hanson and Lieutenant Anthony Whelp who were
sentenced l)y the court martial of which Major Huntington was President,

to be discharged the service, are in considei-atiou of their former good
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behavior and ofticer-liko conduct, restored to their former ranks and com-

mand. The General wishes tliat this may serve to caution them against a

conduct that may at once destroy all the credit that long and faithful ser-

vices have acquired. The Aids and Majors of brisades are requested to

attend at headquarters precisely at the hours mentioned in the ordei's of

the tenth inst. Brigadier-General Varnura will command the covering

parties this evening.

" The fatigue parties will parade with their arms, the (officers excepted)

going on the lines. Richard Walker and Royal Tyler, Esqs., are to act as

Brigade-Majors to light corps.

" Headquarters, August 16, 1778.

•

' After Orders.

" Colonel Crane to have the charge of erecting the batteries this night;

Colonel Govion and Colonel Gridley to assist him.

"Colonel Crane will detach such number of artillery men and such num-

ber of pieces for the covering party as he shall think proper. He will also

detach such number of men to take charge of the batteries and serve the

cannon as he finds requisite.

"Captain Hinkley's company from Boston, now in Colonel Livingston's

coi'ps, to join the corps which now covers the left of the first line.

" A draft of two hundred men of the most able and active men from the

several corps of the army, except the first line, to be paraded at head-

quarters."

WHAT CHEER ROCK.

It is gratifying to know that through the persistent efl"orts of a Com-

mittee of this Society the locality of the famed What Cheer Rock is to be

marked by a modest and suitable monument, to become hereafter a point

of historic attraction.

CONCLUSION.

While much within the scope of this Society has been accomplished,

much remains to be done. Indeed, the work of an institution like ours,

can never be legitimately ended — certainly not while its organization is

maintained. Its business is to gather and difi'use,— to bring together the

scattered elements of local and general history, and then by itself, or

through the agency of others, mould those elements into seemly forms,

and send them forth for the edification of our own and other communities.

Such is the work the Rhode Island Historical Society has been voluntarily,

for the most part, doing, from the year of its birth. It has gathered
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indiijstrioiisly and lai<rely. It lias (liftu.sed according to the means at its

coniniand. It has been helpful to authors, and given to them, witii no

stinted hand, what they could not elsewhere have obtained. It is this

spirit and action that has won for it a deserved position among sister soci-

eties. May its past progress prove but the precursor of its future suc-

cess. The outlook of the year upon which we have entered is cheering.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWIN M. STONE,

Librnritm and Cabinet Keeper of the Norlhern Dtpartment.

Jaxi'auv U, 1S79.

KOTE.— PAGE 55.

Tlif close of tlie sentence partially obliterated in the photograpliic transcrii)t of tlie ej)!-

taph over the tomb of Kobert and Elizabeth Wasliington shonld read " lived lovingly

together many years in this parisli."

Kobert Waj-liingfon was an elder brother of Lawrence AVashington, who married Mar-

garet Butler, daughter of William Hutler, of Tees, and died December 13th, lOlG. The

arms of Lawrence and a mortuary inscription are on the slab that covers his remains in

the church at Brighton, Northamptonshire, England, lie was the lineal ancestor of George

Washington, the Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the American Revolution, and the

first President of the nation he was so largely instrumental in founding.

A writer in Harper's Monthly Magazine says : " We have it on undoubted authority that

the Virginia Washingtons bore as their arms the familiar red bars and mulletts (in her-

aldry, the rowels of a spur,) to be seen in so many church windows in Northanii)tonshire

and Warwickshire borders," viz. : " argent, two bars gules, in cliief three mullets of the

second; crest, a raven with wings indorsed proper, issuing out of a ducal coronet, or."

This was the variety used by General Washington, and is still seen to be attached to the

commissions of some of tlie earlier officers of the Army of Independence. Can any one

reasonably doubt that these insignias suggested the stars and stripes and the spread eagle

of tlie national ensign, and that those on whom it devolved to choose the national emblem
paid a well merited compliment to the Father of their country by adopting the arms and

crest of his family? The shrine of the Washingtons, as it may be called, has been visited

by not a few distinguislied Americans, and will doubtless be visited by many more when
better known and easier to get to." According to Lewes' Topographical Dictionary, a col-

lection of paintings some years since destroyed by fire in Castle Cave, near Hull, contained

a portrait of General Washington. At what time, and by whom, was it painted?

" The Pedigree and History of the Washington Family," by Albert Welles, recently pub-

lished, traces back the genealogy of the family to Thorfin the Dane, and Thortiu is traced

to ridiu, the founder of Scandinavia.



IIEPORT

COMMITTEE ON LECTURES AND READING OF PAPERS.

A repoi't from the Committee on Lectures and Papers, tliough not re-

quired by the Constitution or usages of the Societj', will not, it is pre-

sumed, be unacceptable. The Committee ofter no detailed account of what

they have done. Their object is to invite attention to the manifest policy

of the Society, and to a generous proposition from Newport.

To secure the highest prosperity and efficiency of our Society, we must

bear in mind its primary purpose, as set forth in its Act of Incorporation,

viz., "procuring and preserving whatever relates to the topography,

antiquities, and national, civil and ecclesiastical history of this State."

Here is our guiding principle,— our Polar Star. Whatever else we do,

we must not lose sight of this. Our field of inquiry,— our appointed

work,— our mission,— is so plain that he w'ho runs may read. Thus,

though we may enjoy the flowers of rli^toric, the treasures of art, the

marvels of science, and the studies of religion, politics, philosophy, lan-

guage and general history, we know that we do not exist, as a Society, for

these purposes, however akin they may be to our own. We may, in

imagination, keep company with bold and hardy adventurers in search of

the North Pole, or the sources of the Nile,— may follow armies in their

progress through remote countries, with no check to our wanderings but

our tastes. We must, however, be conscious all the while, that we are

uot thus definitely fulfilling the mission of the Rhode Island Historical

Societ3^ Grateful for the many and abundant sources of instruction and

improvement aside from our field of inquiry, we may occasionally turu

aside iu the future, as we have done in the past, for refreshment and
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iuspu-atioii, but slioukl conic back to our appropriate work with redoubled

eiierjyy and application.

In making these remarks there is no disposition to draw sharp lines.

The relations of the State to other States, to the Nation, to the Continent,

and to the World, require a lil)eral interpretation of the principle laid

down for our guidance.

It is our special duty to encourage by whatever means we possess origi-

iual investigation and thorough research in the line of onr own history.

Belonging here, we may with propriety say, we love not other fields less,

but our own more. Our compliments and onr honors are primarily due,

and should be paid, on the ground of merit, to those persons who collect

and put ill order various materials that are requisite to make up a com-

plete history of our State. The authors of our town and church histories,

of family genealogies, l)iographios of distinguished citizens, artists, sci-

entists and scholars, and sketches of various institutions and organiza-

tions should receive just expressions of appreciation and honor. They

being of our household are entitled to our favors in preference to out-

siders, however distinguished the latter may be. We can, and should, do

much to encourage them, and incite them to increased diligence.

Looking liack we see that numerous papers read here have grown into

printed volumes of great value. Keciprocal benelits have resulted to the

Society and to those who have prepared and read these papers. There is

a demand for such papers as receive the sanction and approval of our

Society, especially for such as relate to our early history. A good work

has unquestionably been done here, and is now going forward with

increased force. Our papers, discussions and imblications of various

kinds, have proved an important means of general education, giving tone

and direction to public sentiment at home, and commanding respect

abroad. We have reason to take courage and go forward with increased

confidence.

We have in our Society a few men who possess the spirit, zeal and

industry of genuine historical students. On them we can rely for unflag-

ging interest, wise counsels, generous cooperation, thorough research,

and for a class of papers that we prize as coins sparkling from the mint.

These men are not, we are rejoiced to say, continetl to Providence, nor

are they mainly of this city. Newport, glorious, historic Newport, joins

heart and liaiid in the historic enterprise. A splendid illustrated volume,

"Newport and its Cottages," gotten up and just donated to the Society by

one of Newport's most worthy citizens, is but one of many tokens of
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interest and favor. She is represented here by men who do honor to them-

selves, their city and the State. Bristol, Pawtncket, East Greenwich,

Woonsocket, Warwick and Scitnate are also represented by men who
speak and act for the common cause.

But still we are not satisfied. We would have the number of friends

and co-workers, especially such as have tact and industry in bringing to

light the historical treasures of our State, many times greater than it now

is. We want a larger and better organized force in the field ; and to this

end we solicit the names of collectors of historical material, and especially

the names of persons competent and willing to prepare biographical and

family sketches, town and church histories, and accounts of events, enter-

prises, schools and institutions of various kinds. We want compact and

exhaustive essays, prepared on many topics relating to our local history.

Most of these should be at the out-set biographical sketches. Much work

here invites attention. The suggestion that this work be divided up, and

parts of it be assigned to persons competent and willing to undertake

them ; or, better expressed, parts of it be undertaken by volunteers, comes

from the island city, with profiers of liberal contributions, provided "the

plan takes shape." Shall the plan take shape? Five names are given in

connection with the proposition. The Committee, however favorably dis-

posed, cannot go forward, nor make known any names, until they know

of at least a "baker's dozen" of volunteers. The plan was originated

and communicated by aworker to ensure work. Shall it succeed? If any

gentleman says or means yes, let him announce his subject and the

approximate time when his sketch shall be completed; or if, for any cause,

he cannot produce himself the desired sketch, let him obtain the favor

from some person who has the requisite ability.

Here is an opportunity for usefulness which manifestly should not pass

unimproved.

Tlie letter below from Hon. Francis Brinley, will speak for itself. Mr.

Brinley is eminently fitted by litprary taste and culture to prepare a memo-

rial of his kinsman Malbone, the painter, and of his distinguished family.

The Committee would like to send out many invitations of the same gen-

eral character, with the assurance of an aftirmative reply, and with due

aid and cooperation on the part of their fellow members, hope to see a new

interest created in the direction here indicated, and a very important work

accomplished before the close of the present year.

Respectfully submitted,

AMOS PERRY,

For the Committee.
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LETTER FROM HON. FRANCIS BRINLEV

Newpoim', December 31st, 1878.

My Dkak Sik :— I liave tlie pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your

favor of tlie 28th inst., iiifonning me tliat the Committee of the Riiode

Island Historical Society have honored me by an invitation to prepare a

sketch, at my convenience, of the family of Godfrey Malbone, a ricli mer-

chant of Newport. I am flattered l)y the complimentary language of the

request, witli whicli I cheerfully comply. Indeed, I am grateful for this

additional token of regard, since it affords me an opportunity to express

my great interest in the continued prosperity of the Society, and a regret

that my i-emote residence prevents rac from being a regular attendant of

its meetings and especially as it deprives me of that familiar association

with its accomplished meml)ers, which I so covet.

Very truly, your friend,

FRANCIS BRINLEV.

Hon. .\ai()s Pkhry,

Secrttary of the li. I. Historical Society, Providence, E. I.

11



II E P O R T

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON THE UNITED STATES COAST SURVEY

CHAllTS OF THE COAST. AND HAKBORS

OF RHODE ISLAND.

The Committee report that they have examined the several charts for-

warded by the Superintendent of the United States Coast and Geodetic

Snrvey, eight in numl^er, bnt tliat one of these being a map of Fislier's

Island Sound, not pertaining to this State, tliey did not attempt to exam-

ine. Of the four other small maps, those of Mount Hope Bay and Bristol

Harbor were submitted to the inspection of William J. Miller, Esq., of

Bristol; that of Greenwich Bay, to Mr. Brayton, of Warwick; and that

of Wicliford harbor to Mr. Chadsey, of that place. The three large maps

of Narragansett Bay and the south shore of the State, embrace these

smaller ones. The Committee were struck with the almost perfect accuracy

of the charts. Only four errors, and those but slight ones, were detected,

and the most important of these was the substitution of " Greenwich" for

the old Indian name of " Coweset " Bay, still in use in that vicinity.

The two maps containing these four corrections have been forwarded to

the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, with a letter embodying the sub-

stance of this report and a request that the remaining six maps, still in

the hands of the Committee, might be retained for the use of the Society

if not wanted at the office of the Coast Snrvey.

Upon receiving a reply from the Superintendent, if favorable, the maps
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will be pliiccd in the archives of the Society; otherwise, they will be re-

turned to Washington without further uoticc to the Society.

All wiiieli is respectfully siilMuitted by

SAML EL CJ. AHNOLl),

JOHN \l. HAKTLETT,

IIKNKY T. BEClvWITlI,

Committee.

The corresjjondence pertaining to this sul)ject is herewith sul)n)itted and

made a part of this report.

S. G. AKXULD,
Chairman.

[CORRE.SrOXDEXCE.]

Coast and Gkodktic Sukvky Oitice,

Wasiiingtox, Dec. 1st, 1878.

Dkau Sir:—Many complaints have been made by persons interested in

the geographical nomenclature of this country tiiat the names of moun-

taius, headlands, streams, islands, small towns, etc., etc., possessing his-

torical interest and value, or which have been established for generations,

orally or by record, are capriciouslj^and arbitrarily changed, and this office

is appealed to in reference to establishing and maintaining the true names

by adopting them upon its charts and maps.

To determine the correct names for the geographical features of our

country is frequently perplexing from the cause complained of, as well as

from the repetition and nniltiplication of names, and also in many cases

from their absen(;e.

It is in the interest of the public service that the true names should be

ascertained and adhered to unalterably, and this ollice will, within tlie

sphere of its duties, be glad to contribute to such a result.

Generally the names used by the Survey are those which the established

usage of the locality has settled upon. When such are found to be con-

firmed by history and the public records, they ought not to be changetl by

any authority whatever.
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It is mnnifcstl.y impossible for the Siirvcj' to investigate exhaustively

the subject of nomeuclature throughout the countiy, although every effort

within our means is made to be correct.

It would greatly aid the object in view if organized societies interested

in the sn])ject would examine specified charts issued Ijy this office. These,

if apyjlied for, Avill be sent on condition that the observed errors or omis-

sions in names be marked, and proofs in regard to them furnished to the

Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, Washington, D. C. In

this way the accuracy of the charts issued by this office will be more firmly

established in public estimation, and their value accordingly increased.

I take this occasion to refer to the general nomenclature in use. The

confusion arising from the causes named and cases of individual variety,

could be oln'iated certainly with regard to the physical features of the

country, if some of the State societies would interest themselves in dis-

cussing and proposing some uniform system of applying, as far as pos-

sible, names where none have been established hy long usage.

The Government, in its different departments, makes great use of

aboriginal, the old English, French and Spanish names. The first are

inexhaustible in number, euplionious, and always significant appellatives,

descriptive of the locality. In all parts of our country these names

abound, though the races who used them have ceased to exist. To rescue

many of these beautiful names from oblivion, to restoi'e and re-apply them

to their ancient localities, under proper supervision, would seem to offer

a common ground for establishing and maintaining a uniform system of

nomenclature commending itself to public approbation.

Very respectfully,

C. P. PATTERSON,

Sn^tt. Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Hon. S.\muicl G. Auxot.d,

Pread't lihode Island Historical Socictij, Providence, R. I.

COPY OV KEPLV.

PuoviDEXCE, Dec. 6th, 1878.

Dear Sip:—Your letter of 1st inst. is this day received. The next

business meeting of the Rhode Island Historical Society does not occur

till January 14th, at which time I willlay the letter before the Society with
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the recommeiulation that a Committt'c be appointed for I lie purposes iiuli-

cateil therein.

This will no doubt be done, and tlie Soeiely will then be in form to earr}'

out tiie valiial)]e suggestions of your conununieation. I speak with the

more coutidcnee on this point from the faet tiiat a movement in this direc-

tion has several times been proposed in the Society, and now that it has

the sanction of the government will tloubtless be put into operation

promptly.

Very respectfully,

SAMUEL G. ARNOLD,

President li. I. Bislorical Socicly.

Com. C. r. rATTEHsox,

Wdshinylon, D. C.

COPY OF KEIT.Y XU.MHKU TWO.

Pkovidkxck, Dec. 21st, 1878.

C. P. Pattkijsox, Esq.,

Supt. U. S. Coast cmd Oeodeiic Survey.

Dkah Siii :— At a business meeting of the Rhode Island Historical Soci-

ety, held this evening, your communication of the l>t inst. was read and

a Committee was appointed upon the subject to which it refers. This

Committee consists of tlu; writer as Chairman, with Hon. John R. Bart-

lett. Head of the Mexican Houndary Commission, and Mr. Henry T. Beck-

with, of this cit}'. The Committee will be ready, at your convenience, to

examine such charts and maps relating to the coast and bays of this State

as you may be pleased to forwartl for our inspection, and will make any

corrections or supply omissions in the same as may be necessary, in con-

formity with the terms of j'our letter.

I have the honor to be.

Your obedient servant,

SAMUEL G. ARNOLD,

President R. L Historical Society.
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U. S. Coast Survey Office,

Washington, Dec. 26tli, 1878.

Hon. Samuel G. Arnold,

President R. I. Historical Society., Frovidence, R. I.

Dear Sir :—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your

couimuuication of December 2d, and take the liberty of sending,' to your

address copies of the charts published by the Coast Survey of the coast

and harljors of Rhode Island, for such corrections as may be required, of

mistakes either of commission or omission in the names used on these

charts, a task which the Historical Society over which you preside have

so courteously undertaken.

Yours respectfully,

C. P. PATTERSON,

Superintendent.

REPLY.

Providence, Dec 28, 1878.

Dear Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your favor of

2(3th inst. , together with a roll of eight charts for examination. The Com-

mittee to whom this subject was referred by the Historical Society will take

up the subject daring the coming week, and wheu ready to report I will

write you the result, and at the same time will return the charts if desireel.

Respectfully yours,

S G. ARNOLD,

President R. 1. Ilistoi ical Society.

C. P. Patterson, Esq.,

Supt- Coast Survey.

Providence, January 14, 1879.

Dear Sir :—The Committee of the Historical Society to wliom was

referred the matter of examining and correcting, if need be, the coast sur-

vey charts sent for this purpose by you, have completed their work, and I

am happy to report almost absolute accuracy, so far as the nomenclature

is concerned,—which was the only point for us to pass upon. In the map

of Bristol Harbor there is a single error in naming what is known as Mill

Pond, from au old mill formerly there, "Toot's Pond,"— a new name not
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recogiiizt'd in the ufiiilihoiiiood. Also the central jxiint of the harl)or, long

known as " Middle Ground," is not so designated on tlie map. These two

corrections are made on the map of Bristol returned by this mail. Two
corrections ^-ou will also see on the map of Greenwich Bay,— one a mere

orthographical correction of an Indian name, and the other the restora-

tion of the old Indian name of the Bay, " Coweset," still retained in that

vicinity. I return these two maps by today's mail on account of these

corrections. AVhat shall be done with the other maps? Tliree large and

five small ones were sent, of which two of the latter are now returned.

If the others are to be returned please indicate the same by return mail,

as I shall leave for the south in a few days. If tliey are not wanted at

your oHlce the Society would be glad to retain them.

I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,

S. G. ARNOLD,

President R. I. Ilistorical Socidy.

^«>^



REPORT

COMMITTEE ON GENEALOGICAL RESEARCHES.

To the R. 1. Historical Society :

The Committee ou Geuealogicul Researches beg leave respectfully to

report

:

That owing to the pressure of the times it was not considered expedi-

ent to urge upon the General Assembly the action proposed at the last

annual meeting, and that consequently no material progress has been made

in the direction of any plan calculated to bring all the genealogical data,

of which the several towns in the State afford so rich a mine, into such a

condition that the whole mass may be made available to every citizen of

the State.

While the Committee profoundly regret that any time should be lost iu

bringing about a consunnnation so desirable, they again urge upon the

Society the prosecution of the plan then suggested, not doubting that it

will, if diligently prosecuted, eventually so commend itself to the people

and the legislature, as to ensure its eventual success.

The Committee congratulate the Society on the gi'owing interest mani-

fested on the part of citizens of the State, as indicated not only by con-

stant inquiries, but by frequent publications by individuals, and by the

increasing care and accuracj' evinced in tlieir compilation.

All which is respectfully submitted,

HENRY E. TURNER,

GEOHGE T. PAINE,

Comniiltee.
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18 7 8-9.

Pki.kg W. Gardixku, son of Nicholas and Deborah (Weaver) Gardiner,

Avas born in East Greenwich, K. I., October 9tli, 179G. He came witli his

parents to Providence, his father openini^ a hotel on Westminster street,

on the site now occupied by the hardware store of Barker, Chadscy & Co.

He was early employed in the Pond Factory, owned b}' Aborn and Jack-

son, situated in Scituate, in which he became overseer of the spinning

department, and afterwards overseer in the Lippitt factor3\ He lived for

a time in Hebron, Conn., where he married Esther Kobertson, born in

Mansfield, Conn , October !)th, 1799. The issue of this marriage was a

son, who died early. Returning to Providence, Mr. Gardiuer opened a

grocery store at the junction of High and Westminster streets. In the

course of a few years he entered into partnership with Randolph Chandler

and Henry R. Green, in the same business. Retiring from this firm he

opened a wholesale and retail grocery store near the ofllice of the Provi-

dence Press on Weybosset street, and continued in the business until about

1842, when he became a cotton merchant, being at the time agent for the

Pomfret, Conn., Manufacturing Company. He retired from active busi-

ness late in life. For a year or two before his decease liis health declined,

and on the 2.5th of February, 1878, he departed this life in the eighty-

second year of his age. Mr. Gardiner's second marriage was with Rlioda

Bowen, daughter of Elisha Bowen, of Scituate, by whom he had nine

children. The widow and three of the children survive him.

12



90 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Ml". Gardiner's earl}' educational advantages were limited, but the defi-

ciencies, so far as business knowledge was concerned, were supplied by

the diligent improvement of his opportunities. As a successful business

man, he was governed by the maxims of industry, frugality, punctuality

and iutegrity. lie took an interest in public aflairs, and made no conceal-

ment of his opinions of public men and measures. He was one year a

member of the City Council, and also a member of the National Conven-

tion that nominated James Buchanan for President He was an active

member of the Rhode Island Horticultural Society, and of the Rhode

Island Society for the Encouragement of Domestic Industry. The Fire

and Police Departments in Providence also held a cherished place in his

sympathies, and to each of them, for the benefit of their charitable funds,

he presented sixteen shares in the Bank of North America,

His funeral took place at his residence on Thursday, February 28th, and

was attended by a large gathering of business men, mourning relatives

aud friends, and delegations from the Police and Fire Departments. The

services were conducted by the Rev. D. II Greer, Rector of Grace Church

The remains were interred in Grace Church Cemetery.

Mv. Gardiner became a member of this Society in 18G9, aud on the occa-

sion of its semi-centennial in 1871*, contributed the generous sum of one

hundred dollars towards defraying the expenses incurred.

John Wixgate Thokxton was born at Saco, Me., in 1818, and died at

Oak Hill, Me , June Gth, 1878. He was by profession a lawyer, and be-

longed to tlie Suffolk County (Mass.) bar. He was a descendant in the

seventh generation from the Rev. Thomas Thornton, of Yarmouth, Mass.,

who was a descendant also in the seventh generation from John Thornton,

Lord Mayor of York, England. Mr. Thornton was one of the best

informed antiquaries of New England. He was a founder of the New

England Genealogical Society, a member of the American Antiquarian

Society, and Vice President of the American Statistical Association.

Among his privately printed works were: " Genealogical Memoirs of the

Gilbert Family." (1850) ; "Lives of Isaac Heath, John Bowles, and the

Rev. John Eliot, Jr.," (1850) ;
" Mementos of the Swett Family," (1851) ;

" Ancient Pemaquia : an Historical Review," (1857) ; and " The F'irst Rec-

ords of Anglo-American Colonization," (1859). All the editions of these

works were extremely limited, and they have become scarce. Mr. Thorn-

ton published "The Landing at Cape Ann," (1854) ; "The Pulpit of the
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Ainoricnn IJcvoliition," (18f50) ; "Colonial Scliemos rtf I'dpliam and

Gor^'os," (180;]). Mr. Tliornton was also for many ycar.s enj^aiiiiMl npon a

"History of Ma.ssachusctts."

Mr. Thornton was elected a corresjiondini; member of this Soeiety, Jan-

nary k;, 1S4!>, and made several coulrihntions to its collections.

AVri.i.i\:\i ri'i.i.t:\ Bryant, LL. D.. son of Dr. Peter and Sarah (Snell)

Bryant, was horn in Cnmminsjton, JIass., November 3, 17114, lie early

displayed a fondness for books, and evinced poetic qnalities. lie wrote

verses at five years of a,i;e, and at thirteen years pnl)lished a i)()eni satiriz-

ing tlie embari^o, which met with popular favor, and passed to a second

edition. His " Thanatopsis," one of the earliest of his longjer poems, and

more generally remembered as a school exercise in reading, than any other

single prodnction of his pen, gained for him a reputation as a son of the

muses that his subsequent numerous effusions served .justly to confirm.

In 1810, at about the age of sixteen years, he entered Williams College,

where he remained two years, and then leaving engaged in the study of

law. He was adinitteil to the Bar in 181"), and commenced practice in

Plainfiilil. He removed thence to Great Barringtou, Mass., when he mar-

ried Miss Frances Fairchild, and where he continued his profession until

1824, \\hv]\ he removed to New York. He there became assistant editor

of the New York Evening Pott, and subsequently its editor in-chief, a

position he held during the remainder of his life. Under his administra-

tion, for more than lialf a century, the paper became one of the most influ-

ential in the country-,— its liigh moral tone, its literary excellence, and the

earnest support it gave to the imperilled Union during the late rebellion,

securing for it an extensive support, and for its editor universal respect.

Mr Bryant's death, wliich took place June 12th, 1878, in the eighty-fourth

year of his age. was sudden, and resulted from a shock received from a

fall as he was entering his house in New York. It has truthfully been said

of liim that "for half a century American literature has been honored by

his genius, and in his death the country loses one who through a long life

of service exerted a potent influence for good."

'Mr. Bryant was elected an honorary member of this .Society July 1st,

1873.

Colonel Gicour.K B.vkkr was the son of Asa and Hannah Newhall Baker,

was born in Ipswich, Mass., April Gth, 1790, and died in Providence
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August 10th, 1878; cousequeutly he had, at the time of liis decease,

entered four mouths and four da3's upon his eighty-niutli j'ear. He had

two brotliers and four sisters. Of these, only one, Samuel Baker, Esq.,

of Ipswich, survives. He was educated at the Latin scliool in liis native

town, tlien one of the most famous educational institutions in New

England. One of his fellow students was Dr. Coggsweli, the first lil^ra-

rian of the Astor liljrary. After completing his studies, in which he made

marked proficiency, he was employed for a season in the dry goods busi-

ness in Newljuryport, where he became acquainted with the celebrated

Jacob Perkins, the inventor of engraving on steel, and whose "check

plates" were used by most of the New England banks fifty years ago, as

an infallible protection against the skill of counterfeiters. Here he also

formed an acquaintance with George Peabodj', whose munificent contribu-

tions, after a long life of successful enterprise, to various philanthropic

objects, has filled England and America with an honorable fame. Young

Baker's residence in Newburyport was during a prosperous commercial

period in its history, and when the eccentric Lord Timothy Dexter was

daily displaying the "pomp and circumstance" of wealth which flowed in

upon him as results of seemingly absurd and unpromising commercial

ventures; witness, for example, sending a cargo of warming-pans to the

West Indies, and the purchase of large quantities of whale-bone to be used

for ship's stays. With his stately nninsion, guarded by wooden lions and

soldiers, and adorned with the full length wooden figures of Washington,

Adams and Jetterson, the youthful observer was familiar, and found

amusement no less in the study of the incongruous assemblage of distin-

guished characters with which the grounds were ornamented, than in

attempting to make sense of his Lordship's "Tickle for the Knowing

Ones."

From Newburyport the subject of this notice went to Salem, and entered

the family of Mr. Jabez Baldwin, a leading silversmith and jeweller in that

town, with whom he served an apprenticeship of seven years. Salem, at

that time, was one of the most prominent commercial ports, and the enter-

prise of " Billy Grey," the Crowninshields, Ward, Peabody, rickmau,

Derby, Tucker, Dodge, Daland, Silsbee, and others engaged in foreign

ti'ade, especially the India, gave an activity to the wharves and streets of

the town second to no other on the Atlantic coast. The tone of society

in Salem at tliis time, as since, was elevating and refining in its influence,

and it was hardly possible for a self-respecting young man to fail of being

benefited by it. The merchants were honorable, the bar was distinguished
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for legal ability, tlic iiirdical facility, at the head of wliirli stood Dr. IIol-

yoke, who rounded np a liiuidred years of mortal life, were skillful, while

the pulpits were filled by such i)astors as I{ev. l)r lianiard, " the large-

hearted man" of Uevohitioiiary menu)ry; JJev. Dr. rriuce, no less emi-

nent a scientist Ihan atlivine; Kev. Dr. Bentley, a profound scholar and

learned anti(iuary ; Rev. Dr. Bowle.s, loving, gentle and winning; Hev.

Dr. IIoi)kius, earnest in expounding a divinity to which his anti-slavery

Newport relative gave a name; Kev. Dr. AVhittaker, Worcester, and the

Rector of the Episcopal Church whose name is not at this moment re-

called, all men of mark. Of these men, and many others of note, Colonel

Baker, in later years, related many interesting anecdotes, of which he

possessed a fund His favorites among the clergy appeared to have been

Dr. Barnard, whose services strongly impressed him, Dr. IIoi)kins, on

whose ministry he frequently attended, and Dr. Prince, who often came

to Mr. Baldwin's shop to obtain a tool or material for finishing a philo-

sophical instrument, in the manufacture of which he was an adept. Col-

onel Baker often recalled with pleasure the years he spent in Salem, and

held with tenacity the friendships then formed. The Salem Observer, to

which he had been a subscril)er for more than thirty years, was a welcome

weekly visitant, and was read with the interest and care of one who wished

to perpetuate memories too precious to be allowed to pass into oblivion.

On completing his term of service with Mr. Baldwin, for whom he

inaintained a life-long attachment, our friend left Salem for Boston, where

he remained a short time, and then came to Providence. This was in 1811,

when the town contained a little more than ten thousand inhabitants, and

which he lived to see increase to over one hundred thousand. In the

course of a few months, having made arrangements to estalilish himself in

business, he opened a store at No. Gl Cheapside, North Main street. His

strict attention to business, his suavity and the reliability of his word,

soon drew to him the best patronage of the town, which was continued

until he retired in 18G8 from a pursuit followed on the spot where he coin-

meiieed for a period of lifty-seven years. This step, though for some

years contemplated, was hastened by a year or two by a heavy robliery of

his store, and the purchase of the estate by the Gorham Manufacturing

Company. Colonel Baker was contemporary in business with the late

Josiah Whitaker & Co., Christopher Burr, George S. Tompkins, George

E. Clarke, D. T. Goodhue, and Davis & Babbitt, all, we believe, at one

time located on Cheapside, while Frost & Mumford, on Cady street, "rear

of 130 North Main street," and Joseph Veazie, at 218 North Main street.
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pursiu'd tlie same occupation. To his ordinary l)usiuess Colonel Baker

added the rcguhition of chronometers, of which he kept a large number

to let, and was j^euerally resorted to l)y owners and masters of vessels

sailing- out of Providence. lie also for many years had the care of the

clock on tlie First Baptist Meeting-house, regulating it by solar observa-

tions, and thus assuring to our citizens and others the exact time.

In all the years that Colonel Baker kept on Cheapside his place of busi-

ness was daily visited by a coterie of friends, who were always cordially

welcomed, to exchange kindly greetings, to compare time and record

accuracy or variations. While in health aud able to go abroad, the late

venerable John Ilowland seldom failed daily to occup_y a chair which hos-

pitably waited his coming. In these hours were related anecdotes of men

and events pertaining to the past, that were carefully treasured by his

courteous host. There are many now living to whom, to the day of their

departure from earth, the recollection of those frequent, brief and familiar

interviews will be delightful.

Besides the increase of population already mentioned, Colonel Baker

lived to see numerous other changes, many for the better, some, perhaps,

not so. In 1811 there was no provision for lighting the streets; every

one tia\ersing them on dark nights, and wishing immunity from the dan-

ger of heaps of rubbish or pitfalls, was cautious enough to carry a lan-

tern. Tliere was no gas, no omnibuses, no horse cars, nor steam cars,

no telegiaphs, telepliones, nor phonographs, no system of sewerage, and,

it may be added, no very burdensome taxes In all that tended to make

our city more attractive and prosperous he heartily rejoiced. His years

in Providence, though apparently quiet, were in reality full of activity,

and contributed not a little to the material, intellectual and moral develop-

ment of our city, which it gave him pleasure to behold. The war of 1812

impressed him with the importance of military organizations as means of

protection. He joined the National Cadets, chartered in 1798, a popular

company in its day, and in due time was elected its Colonel. During the

war above named it performed valuable services as a home guard In

1817, when Providence was visited by President Monroe, Colonel Baker

and his command had escort duty assigned them. When President Jack-

son made his Northern tour, he with William T. Griunell were appointed

by tlie Town Council a Committee to wait on him at New York, and

attend him on his journey here. At the organization of the city govern-

ment, in 1832, of which Hon. Samuel W. Biidgham was first Mayor, Col-

onel Baker was elected a member of the Common Council, and by that
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body clioscMi its first rrcsitlciit, a position ho liehl two years witli entire

satisCactinii to tiie Council.

Interested in sciences, and witli a desire to promote tlieni. lie joined

William T. Grinnell, Owen ^lason, Joseph Balch, Charles Hadwin, Isaac

Thnrher. and others, in fonndini; the Franklin Society. He delivered sev-

eral lectnres before the Society, electricity being his specialty. Instru-

rnents for ilUistratini; subjects were not then easily obtained, and he was

thrown npon the uecessitj' of mannfacturin^- several for liis own nse. His

last app<'arance before tli<; Society was at its semi-centennial commemora-

tion a few years aj^o, when he read an interestiiii; paper appropriate to the

occasion. In 184i' he reuistered the rise of the tides with a self-reiiisterin*^

giiage pnt up at Aborn's wharf, at the foot of Washington street. A simi-

lar measurement was made at Newport on the .same day and hour I>y the

late Isaac Thnrber, and the results of both measurements were sent to the

Smithsonian Institution at Washington.

For more than thirty years Colonel Baker was connected with the Provi-

dence JIutnal Insurance Company, as Director, Trustee. Treasurer, and

President,— the last olhcc being held to the close of life. His style of

writing was acquired under the .system of the celebrated WrifTord, and his

books as Treasurer are models of neatness and accuracy. He was for

many years Director in the Providence Institution for Savings. For four

j'ears he was President of the Mechanics Association, also member of vari-

ous of its Committees, and for several years Chairman of the Committee

to procure lecturers, which devolved upon him a large amount of corres-

pondence. If we mistake not, he was also a member of the Society for

the Encouragement of Domestic Industry. He was deeply interested in

historical researches, and in 1830, was elected a member of the Rhode

Island Historical Society, of which he was six years a Trustee, four years

Cabinet Keeper, and twelve years Treasurer. He took a deep interest in

the prosperity of our public schools, was elected a member of the first

School Committee under the city charter, and in various ways rendered

important services to the cause. Tlie memorial written by him as Presi-

dent of the Mechanics Association, in 1837, addressed to the Common

Council, was a clear-sighted paper, and produced a favorable effect. Much

might be said, did time and space permit, of the cfTective but unobtrusive

manner in which Colonel Baker promoted every good ca'iise, but it is suffi-

cient to say that nothing worthy of public confidence but found in him a

sincere advocate, with no desire for notoriety. When the first temperance

movement commenced in this city, he gave it his hearty countenance, and
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delivered a thou^i^litful address upon the evils which excess engenders, and

before the Mechanics Association in 1831, he read a lecture designed to

stimulate the moral and intellectual faculties to worthy endeavors.

Constitutionall3% Colonel Baker was eminently social and domestic.

His local attachments were strong, and the scenes of his childhood and

youth he ever cherished as precious memories. Scarcely anything de-

lighted him more than to visit the home of his birth, and live over in

thought his early days. But lie found his greatest enjoyment in the

bosom of his ftiraily, to whom he was tenderly attached. He had been

twice married; first to Ednah Hale, of Newbury, Old Town, Mass., Sep-

tember U, 181-i, no issue; second, Mary Ann Towue, daughter of Captain

Solomon Towne, of Boston, October 8, 1840; issue, three sons, two now

Mvlng.

While he found great sweetness in a long life, its cup had not been

wholly exempt from the waters of Marah. The death of his first com-

panion and the deaths of a brother and sisters touched him sensibly with

the finger of sorrow; but more severely did the hand of afHictiou Vest

upon him in the bereavement, a few years ago, of his youngest son, a

young man of uncommon promise. But in these, as in other forms of

disciplinary experience, he schooled his heart into trustful submission.

Colonel Baker, though not a church member, was a devout Christian

man, receiving the sacred Scriptures as the sure and sufficient rule of faith

and practice, and conscientiously endeavoring to carry out in daily life

the two requirements, "fear God and keep His commandments," and "as

ye would that others should do to you, do ye even so to them." His self-

control was a strong feature in his character. His reverence was large.

He revei-enced the Sabbath, the sanctuary, and all the institutions of

Christianity. His views of man's relations to time and eternity were

clear and rational, and on the love and mercy of God, as revealed in Jesus

Christ, he rested an assured hope of a blessed immortality.

Evert Augustus Duyckinck, son of Evert, was born in the city of

New York, November 23d, 181G. He was educated at Columbia College,

graduating in 1835. He studied law in the office of John Anlhon, and was

admitted to the bar in 1837. His tastes and associations inclined him to

a literary life. After an extended tour in Europe he returned to New

York, and in December, 1840, commenced, with Cornelius Matthews, a

new monthly periodical, entitled " Arcturus, a Journal of Books and
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Opinion," wliich was continued tliroiiijh tlirce volumes, closing in May,

1842. To tills woik lie contribnteil essays, articles on old English

aulliors, and reviews.

Mr. Diiyckinck, in the early part of 1847. entered npon the editorship of

"The Literary World," a new weekly review of Iwoks, the fine arts, etc.,

whicli, wilh tlie exception of an interval of about a year, duriim wliich

the work was conducted by Charles Fenno HoH'nian, was carried on to the

close of 18.");i. Mr. Duyckinck had the aid of his talented younger

brother, George Long Duyckinck, in the editorship. At the close of tins

publication, Mr. Duyckinck and his brother were again united in a work

to which their familiarity with the authors of the day formed a useful

preparation. "The Cyclopedia of American Literature," projected by

the late ( harles Scribiier, was committed to their hands, and for about

two years exclusively occupied their attention. The first edition appeared

in 185(i, and ten years afterwards a " Supplement" was added by its senior

editor.

Mr. Duyckinck, in IS.jti, edited a volume entitled " Wit and Wisdom of

the IJeverend Sydney Smith, being Selections from his Writings, and

Passages of his Letters and Table Talk, with a Biographical Memoir and

Notes," a work whicli passed through several editions. In 1802 he wrote

the letter-press to the " National Portrait Gallery of Eminent Americans,''

issued by Messrs. Johnson, Fry & Co., New York, in two volumes, quarto,

a series of Biographies, from the Revolutionary era to the present day, of

which over a hundred thousand copies have been issued. lie also edited

a contemporary "History of the War for the Union," in three quarto vol-

umes; a " History of the World," in four volumes, mainly arranged from

the " Encyclopedia Britaunica," and an extensive series of Biographies of

"Eminent Men and Women of Europe and America," in two volumes,

quar.o, all for the same publishers.

Among other miscellaneous literary productions, Mr. Duyckinck edited,

with a memoir and notes, " Poems Kelating to the American Kevolution,

by Philip Freneau," New York, IStJu; and the American edition of " Poets

of the Ninetienth Century." He was also the author of a "Memorial of

John .Allan," an eminent New York book collector, printed by the Brad-

ford Club in 1864; and Memorials of Francis L. Hawks, D. D., Henry

Theodore Tuckerman, John David Wolfe, and James William Beekman,

were read before the New York Historic:!! Society, and printed for that

institution.

13
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For the last forty years of his life Mr. Diiyckinck resided at No. 20

Clinton Place, New York City, where he died on the ll^th of Aii.i!,nst, 1878.

Mr. Duyckinck was elected a corresponding member of this Society,

April 22, 1870.

Ex-Governor Setii Padelkord was descended in the seventh genera-

tion from Jonathan Padelford, who was born in England abont 1G28, and

came early to this country. He was the son of John and Mary Heath

Padelford, and was born in Taunton, in 1807. He. came to Providence

upwards of lifty years ago, and after l)eing for some time employed as an

accountant, he commenced the wholesale grocery business in the wooden

building now owned by Dr. Grosvenor, adjacent to the Journal office.

Subsequently the business was transferred to No. 28 Westminster street.

Strict attention, prudence and unwearied industry crowned the eflbrts of

more than forty years with pecuniary success. Some years ago he retired

from this business, and was succeeded by Mr. Eichard E. Hamlin, who

early entered his employ, and for a long time was a partner.

Without neglecting any private duty, he yielded to frequent calls upon

his time and services for the public weal, made by his fellow-citizens. In-

deed, in all that tended to promote the prosperity of the city in which he

passed so large a portion of his life, he manifested an earnest inlei'cst, and

every good work found in him an active friend and helper. He was a

temperance man from principle, and both by precept and example aided

in eflbrts to roll back the dark wave that for years has threatened to over-

whelm with moral ruin our city. He was au opponent of the slave power,

from a conviction that its encroachments, if unrestrained, would prove

fatal to the peace and welfare of our country, and when the question of

admitting Kansas into the Union as a State was fiercely discussed in and

out of Congress, and the entire land violently agitated, he was found with

the late John Carter Brown, Drs. Wayland, Hall, Swain, and others, active

in efforts to secure for that beleaguered Territory freedom from the curse

of slavery.

He was Chairman of a Committee appointed to call a meeting of the

citizens of Providence, held March 7th, 1854, to protest against the intro-

duction of slavery into Nebraska; and June 7th, 185G, he was one of the

Vice Presidents of a meeting over which Hon. Alexander Duncan, pre-

sided, called to express the sentiments of this community iu regard to the

" bl'utal, murderous and cowardl}' " assault in the United States Senate
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Cli:iiiiber of Pivstoii S. Brooks upon Charlos Siimncr, "an outrage upon

tlic frt't'doiii of doliati! wUliout paiallcl in tlic liistory of llif .^Dvorniiiont."

At tills niL-oUn<j spirited and luipre.sslvo addresses were made l)y I'rcjfessor

Alexis Caswell, Professor William Gammell, Hon. Charles S. Bradley,

I?ev. Dr. Ileduc and Kev. Dr. Wayiaud. Of llie tliirty-seven Vice Presi-

dents of the meeting, nineteen preeedetl Governor Padelford to the grave.

From ]8;57 to 1841 Governor Padelford represented the tifth ward in the

Common Conneil, and from 18.j1 t(} 1852 he was a Conneilman from the

second ward. While in the Council, in 1837, he was also a member of the

School Committee, and with Dr. Wayland, Mayor Bridgham, William T.

Grinnell, l\ev. Thomas Waterman, John L. Hughes, Simon Henry Greene,

and otiiers eciually prononnced on the subject of popular education,

engaged earnestly and persistently in carrying forward the work of im-

proving the schools. Public sentiment was divided on the subject, and

the excitement was paralleled only by that exhil)ited in town meeting in

1800, when John Howland carried an appropriation of .^fiOOO for the sup-

port of schools, in the face of a most determined opposition.

The discussions in both branches of the city government ultimated in

the appointment of a joint Committee, of which Councilman Padelford

was an influential meud)er, to whom the whole matter of re-organizing the

schools was committed. After due deliberation, the Committee unani-

mously recommended a .sjstem of graded schools, embracing a High

School, " for the purpose of fitting3'oung men for College and for perfect-

ing those who are not intended for a collegiate course of study in the

branches of a good English education." This system the Councilman liad

the satisfaction of seeing finally adopted, modified and amended as expe-

rience rendered expedient during the fifteen years of faithful service he

rendered as a member of the School Board.

The subject of this notice was early interested in eflTorts to improve the

social and moral life of the neglected classes in our city, and gave his

hearty support to the Ministry-at-Large, of which he was a Trustee, Sec-

retary, and many years President; an institution that from its inception in

184"J has performed an invaluable work.

In 18.)7 he was elected a member of the KluKle Island Historical Soci-

ety. He was for a number of years an active member of the Providence

Aid Society, for a time a Director in the Blackstoue Canal Bank, and for

more than thirty years a Director in ami President of the Bank of North

America. His judgment as a financier was reliable, and his business integ-

rity unquestionable. In 18G3 he was elected Lieutenant Governor of the
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State, and reelected in ISG-t. From 18139 to 1873, when lie declined to be

considered a candidate, he held, by the snffrages of the people, tlie office

of Governor. As a presiding officer in the Senate, he was impartial and

conciliatory, and his entire administration was characterized by a careful

supervision of the pecuniary interests of the State.

Governor Padelford was a member of the Society for the Encourage-

ment of Domestic Industry, and of other useful organizations. In 1873

he was elected for three years a member of the Sinking Fund Board, in

conjunction with Ex-Governor James Y. Smith and Daniel E. Day, Esq.

In January, 187G, he was reelected for a further term of three years, and

after one year of service resigned. After the death of Ex-Governor

Smith he was elected to fill the vacancy thus made in the City Hall Com-

mission, which position he declined.

Many additional testimonies to an active and useful life might be given,

but these will suffice to show the varied ways in which hours spared from

his business pursuits were filled. In an extensive sense he was public

spirited, and that without ostentation. He was charitable, but his chari-

ties were not bestowed "to be seen of men." Many in this city, who

have been the recipients of his bounty, will miss and mouru a sympathetic

friend.

Governor Padelford was twice married. First, to Loiza, daughter of

Daniel Hhodes, of Pawtuxet; issue, three daughters and one son. Sec-

ond, to Mar}', daughter of David Barton, of Providence; no issue. The

widow and two daughters survive to mourn an irreparable loss. A brother

likewise survives him.

Some years ago Governor Padelford visited Europe, and enjoyed greatly

an examination of the magnificent structures and art treasures of the Old

World. It was during this visit that he purchased and presented to the

Providence Athenaeum a valuable collection of engravings. A liberal gift

to Brown University indicated his sense of the value of the higher educa-

tion provided for in her curriculum. As Governor he was ex-officio Chair-

man of the State Board of Education, and at the opening of the Normal

School building on High street, delivered the dedicatory address. He was

a man of positive opinions, which were freely expressed on all suitable

occasions, readily according to others the rights of thought and expression

that he claimed for himself. The various trusts to which he was often

called were discharged with scrupulous fldelity. Had he been more ambi-

tious, offices of high honor waiting his acceptance, might have been added

to those he faithfully and acceptably filled.



NECROLOGY. 101

Deatli (lid not come to Governor Padelford iinexpcctoilly or witlioiit

preparation for its issues. On the mutations of life and the certainty of

an event which ultimately reaches all, he had long reflected, and by care-

ful moral discipline had disposed his mind to a peaceful, trustful contem-

plation of the inlinite future. To him the years of lime were less than a

raindrop to the waters of the globe in comparison with cycles of conscious

existence in the great beyond. He felt the full import of the truth that

" We arc to live

As many years as atoms in tlie air;

When tliese are past, as many thousand more

As grains of sand that crowd the ebbinj; sliore;

Wlien these are spent, as many still l)eliind

As leaves of forest shaken with tlie wind

;

Wlien these are gone, as many more to ensue

As blades of grass on hills and dales that grew

;

When tliese are past, as many on the march

As midnight lamps that gild the starry earth;

When these expire, as many millions more

As moments in the millions gone before."

But this thought of" eternal years," though far out-reaching human com-

prehension, was entertained with cheerful reverence. He was not given

to speaking indiscriminately of his confident hope of a blessed hereafter,

but to the writer of this notice, in the unconstrained intimacy of friend-

ship, he more than once avowed his unshaken reliance upon a merciful

provision for a welcome to the home where "the wicked cease from

troubling, and the weary are at rest " His theological opinions were of

the highest type of the Channing School, and in the discharge of denomi-

national duties, he was nine years President of the Channing Conference,

and for several years a Vice President of the American Unitarian Associa-

tion. Possessing an early developed religious nature, deepened and

strengthened by communion with the Source of all Wisdom, his Christian

fiiith was founded upon the inspiration of the sacred Scriptures as a final

authority, the divine mission and character of the Lord Jesus Christ, and

the immutable love of God. As a member of the Westminster Congrega-

tional Church and Society —long, active and efficient, and at his death

one of the oldest— he appreciated the privileges of all Christian ordi-

nances. His social life was consistent with the faith he professed, aud

alike in official or unofficial positions, his influence was helpful to public

and private morality.
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In the curly part of August, Governor Padelford visited the Isles of

Shoals and spent a short time, without, as is understood, any perceptil^le

benefit to a frame somewhat enfeebled by the unseen workings of a resist-

less power, and he returned in season to yield up a well-rounded life where,

of all plaees he would prefer — in the bosom of a tenderly-loved family.

Sunday, August 18th, he received a paralytic stroke, and died Monday

evening, the 2(Jth.

The funeral took place at noontime at the late residence of the de-

ceased, August olst. The attendance was large, including Governor Van

Zaudt, Lieutenant-Governor Howard, Hon. J. M. Addeman, Secretary of

State, Ex-Governors Hoppin and Lippitt, Chief Justice Dnrfee.and many

of the most prominent men of the State. The services were conducted by

Kev. Augustus Woodbury, Hev. Samuel Osgood, D. D., of New York, and

Kev. Edwin M. Stone. At the opening, "Nearer my God to Thee," and

at the close, " xVbitle with me," were sung by a select choir, with impres-

sive eflect. The remains wei'e then conveyed to Swan Point Cemetery,

where additional services were conducted by Kev. Mr. Woodbury. The

bearers were Deacon William J. King, Ex-Governor Hopj)in, Hon. xVmos

C. Barstow, and Mr. Thomas Brown. The flag at the Stale House floated

at half-mast, anil the portrait of Ex-Governor Padelford in the Secretary's

oflice was draped in mourning as tributes of respect.

Colonel Amox D. Hodges died suddenly at his residence in Ports-

mouth, 11. I., September 27th, 1878. He was seized with the fatal attack

while engaged in lighting a fire. Although many years have elapsed since

his removal from this con)munity, he was well known to our older citi-

zens, who will learn with regret of his unexpected decease. Colonel

Hodges was a native of Norton, Mass., where his ancestors were among

the early settlers of the town. At an early age he. came to Providence,

and after the usual training for a business career, entered into copartner-

ship with the late John J. Stimson. After maintaining this connection

for about twenty years, the firm was dissolved, and Colonel Ilodgt-s re-

moved his residence to Boston. Here he was soon after elected Pre.^ident

of the Washington Bank, a position which he retained until his death.

During his long business career he preserved an unblemished reputation,

and discharged with signal fidelity and skill the important trusts committed

to his charge.

From his ancestors, some of whom fought in the old French war, Colo-
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iicl Ilodgos inherited tastes Avliicli al\v:i_vs iiiciiiied him to take an aetive

interest in military matters, lie was one of tlie i)roniiiient actors in tlie

troiihlons times of 1842, and was chosen to command tlie Providence

Horse Guards. When at tlte breaking out of the civil war, a simihir

orjiani/ation was formed in Hoxbnry, he was called to the same jjosition.

He was a zealous supporter of the government, and gave two of his sons,

with grief, but without repining, as his part of tlie costly sacrifice for the

cause of the Union. Colonel Hodges liad also much taste for anli(]nariau

research, and was for many years one of the most active supporters of the

New England Historical and Genealogical Society. In private life he was

greatly beloved for his unadected kindness of heart, his genial manners and

his cordial liospitality. He gave his influence to all good things. He was

twice married, and leaves a widow and several children. For many years

he has been accustomed to renew his former ties with this State by pass-

ing his summers at his pleasant country seat in Portsmouth.— iVoruZoice

Journal.

Colonel Hodges was elected a corresponding member of our Society,

October 14 th, 1851).

Colonel Bu,vNTZ Mayku, son of Christian Mayer, a native of Ulm,

Kingdom of Wurtemberg, and an immigrant citizen of Baltimore, was

born in that city September 27th, 1800, and died in the place of his nativity

February 2.]d, 1879, at the age of sixtj'-nine years. He was privately edu-

cated iu Baltimore, studied and entered the profession of the law, traveled

in Europe, was Secretary of the United States Legation iu ]\Iexico, was

appointed President of the State Central Committee of Unionists at the

commencement of the late rebellion, was appointed Brigadier-General of

the Maryland volunteer forces, and in 1863 received the commission of

Paymaster in the United States army. He was stationed in Maryland,

Delaware, Louisiana, and California. In 1875 he received from Congress

the brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel. He was widely known as an author, and

was .characterized as " a ripe and varied scholar, and a high-minded, lionor-

able man." He was one of the founders of the Maryland Historical Society,

was its first Corresponding Secretary, and was elected an honoraiy mem-

ber of the Hhode Island Historical Society, November )Oth, 1874.
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